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Petition 


By Elizabeth Edmonds 


ORD, touch my eyes that I may see 

Thy thorn-crowned form of Calvary 
Shedding Thy precious blood for me 
To break sin’s chain and set me. free. 


Touch Thou my heart that I may know 
The love, the mercy Thou dost show, 
The peace, the joy Thou dost bestow 
On those who trust Thee here below. 


Touch Thou my hands so feverish still 
So cumbered with earth’s good and ill 
That I may bravely do Thy will 

And strive Thy purpose to fulfill. 


Lord, touch my eyes, my heart, my hand, 
My feet, that I may firmly stand 
On Thee, cleft Rock—not shifting sand— 
Till raptured to Immanuel’s Land! 


¥ 


Jonathan Edwards on Reading 


Growth in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of God is a mark of the normal 
Christian life. Of all the means God 
uses to bring it to pass, the first and 
most important is the Bible. In the Sec- 
ond Series of his “Bunyan Characters” 
(out of print), Dr. Alexander Whyte 
Says: “Jonathan Edwards has a noble 
discourse on The Importance and Ad- 
vantage of a Thorough Knowledge of 
Divine Truth. ‘Consider yourselves,’ he 


says, ‘as scholars or disciples put into 
the school of Christ, and therefore be 
diligent to make proficiency in Chris- 
tian knowledge. 


Content not yourselves 


with this, that you have been taught 
your catechism in your childhood, and 
that you know as much of the principles 
of religion as is necessary to salvation. 
Let not your teachers have cause to 
complain that while they spend and are 
spent to impart knowledge to you, ycu 
take little pains to learn. Be assiduous 
in reading the Holy Scriptures. And 
when you read, observe what you read. 
Observe how things come in. Compare 
one Scripture with another. Procure 
and diligently use other books which 
may help you to grow in this knowl- 
edge. There are many excellent books 
extant which might greatly forward you 
in this knowledge. There is a great de- 
fect in many, that through a lothness to 
be at a little expense, they provide 
themselves with no more helps of this 
nature.’ Weighty, wise, and lamentably 


true words.” One of the blessings of 
the Christian life is that there are al- 


ways new things to learn, new discov- 
eries to make of the wisdom, power, and 
faithfulness of God. He never gives all 
the truth to one man—except as all be- 
lievers have it in the Bible—but uses 
many teachers to show His people the 
many aspects of spiritual truth. Paul 
asked Timothy to bring with him “the 
books, but especially the parchments” 
(2 Tim. 4:13). He also exhorted him to 
“meditate upon these things: give thy- 
self wholly to them; that thy profiting 
may appear to all” (1 Tim, 4:15). The 
man who is prosperous in the ways of 
God, who flourishes like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, is one whose 
“delight is in the law of the Lord: and 
in his law doth he meditate day and 
night” (Psa, 1:2), 


A Major Hindrance to Revival 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


E HAVE heard much of late con- 
cerning the conditicns precedent 
to revival in the church and of 


the roadblocks in its way. Charles G. 
Finney is quoted, and rightly, as author- 
ity on this subject. But there seems 
to be a tendency to by-pass a point on 
which he insisted with great emphasis, 
namely, the relation of spiritual revival 
to witness against drink. This can be 
found in chapter fifteen of “On Re- 
vivals,” and, in view of the terrible sit- 
uation in our land, should be given great 
emphasis. He says: 

“Resistance to the Temperance Refor- 
mation will put a stop to revivals in a 
church. The time has come that it can 
no longer be innocent in a church to 
stand aloof from this glorious reforma- 


tion, If they do not take ground 
on one side, their influence is on the 
other side. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Songs of praise and thanksgiv- 
ing unto God. ... Our God turned 
the curse into a blessing” (Neh. 
12:46; 13:2b). 























“Show me a minister who has taken 
ground dgainst the Temperance Refor- 
mation who has had a revival! Show 
me one who stands aloof from it who 
has had a revival! Show me who 
now temporizes upon this point, who 
does not come out and take a stand 
in favor of temperance, who has a re- 
vival! 


one 


“The man’s hands are red with blood 
who stands aloof from the temperance 
cause. Can he have a revival? 

“It is the most common objection and 
refuge of the intemperate and of the mod- 
erate drinker that it [drinking] is prac- 
ticed by professors of religion. It is 
this that creates the imperious necessity 
for excluding traffickers in ardent spirits 
and rum drinkers from the Communion. 
Let the churches of all denominations 
speak out on the subject of temperance. 
Let them close their doors to all who 
have anything to do with the death-deal- 
ing abominations, A few years would 
annihilate the traffic.” 

That's the note that should ring forth 
over the land! Churches should appoint 
committees on temperance, with intelli- 
gent young people in them, to study the 
literature of the subject and mediate it 
to the membership which knows little 
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or nothing of it. Information is the 
fuel of action. 

I would add to Finney’s flaming words 
a testimony I ran across in “Permanent 
Documents of the American Temperance 
Society,” Fourth Report, page 81: 

“In this- country it is notorious that 
those towns which have been the most 
active in the temperance cause have 
been the most blessed by the Holy Spirit. 
In all the towns of this country there 
have been revivals and it is a general 
remark that in every town those neigh- 
borhoods which have done the most in 
the promotion of temperance have been 
most blessed in religious matters. In 
C—— the Spirit has seemed to follow 
the temperance effort from neighborhood 
to neighborhood, and so in other places. 
In short, so manifest is the connection 
between temperance and revivals of re- 
ligion in this country that we no more 
expect the latter, where the former does 
not exist, than we expect snow in sum- 
mer.” 

In the Presbyterian Report, June, 1831 
(p. 353), the editor writes: 

“Like him who came to prepare the 
way of the Lord, temperance effort 
and the establishment of temperance 
associations have come laden in them- 
selves with a thousand joys, have 
ushered in revivals of religion, and in 
many, very many instances have proved 
the harbingers of a thousand blessings 
which have gladdened the city of God.” 

Today church conventions, organiza- 
tions, and too many leaders live under 
the sign of the pussyfoot. In Finney’s 
day Dr. Albert Barnes, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Philadel- 
phia, preached his great temperance ser- 
mon on “The Throne of Iniquity, or 
Sustaining Evil by Law,” based on Psalm 
94:20, “Shall the throne of iniquity have 
fellowship with thee, which frameth 
mischief by law?” Prof, James W. Alex- 
ander of Princeton, another great figure 
of the period in Presbyterianism, de- 
clared, 

“We hope for the time when the dis- 
tillery and the dramshop shall exist only 
in the annals of past years and when the 
fruits of Providence shall no more be 
prostituted to the fabrication of a bru- 
talizing drug.” 

The evangelist Nettleton, writing to 
Finney, insisted that in his experience 
drink was the father of backsliding, 
“causing more trouble and more dis- 
honor to the cause of Christ than can be 
named. Few, if any, excommunications 
have hitherto taken place save for in- 
toxication,” and he gives heart-rending 
illustration in several pages, 

John Pierpont, minister of the Hollis 
Street Church, Boston, fought rum- 
sellers in his own congregation for seven 
years. They finally bought up a major- 
ity of the pew ownerships and ejected 
their prophetic pastor. But this penni- 
less grandfather of J. Pierpont Morgan 
was as rich in conscience and courage 
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as his family successor in stocks and 
bonds. In 1838 he drew up the great 
Memorial Petition to the Massachusetts 
Legislature which should be reproduced 
in its entirety as a tract for our times. 
There is room here for but a few flam- 
ing sentences: 

“Is it right to license a man to mar 
the image of God in his brother man; 
right to give him authority ‘to sell in- 
sanity’ and deal out sure destruction? 
If it is right, why should any man be 
forbidden to do it? If it is not right, 
why should any be permitted? 

“Why forbid all but ‘men of sober life 
and conversation’ to [sell drink]? Will 
the poison be less active or less fatal, 
if it is dealt out with a sober hand? 
Will the buyer be less a drunkard be- 
cause the seller is a’ sober man? Or is 
it the presumption of the law that in 
such hands it will do no harm; that a 
man of ‘good moral character’ will sell 
not to drunkards but to sober men like 
himself? Is it, then, more ‘for the pub- 
lic good’ that the sober men of the Com- 
monwealth should be made drunkards 
than that they that are already drunk- 
ards should not remain such? 

“Can that which always works public 
evil conduce to the public good? Can 
that which is bad for all the parts, be 
good for the whole? Can evil be con- 
verted into good by multiplication? Can 
wrong be legislated into right? 

“By penal statute, we protect our fish 
from poison. Why not our men? By 
penal statute, by a thousand dollar fine 
and a year’s imprisonment in the county 
jail, we punish the man ‘who shall ex- 
pose any poisonous substance with the 
intent that the same should be taken 
and swallowed by a neighbor’s cattle.’ 
Why not, then, if ‘with intent it be taken 
and swallowed by the neighbor himself?’ 
So that sickness, delirium, and death 
ensue, what matters by what name the 
draught be called? To the sufferer and 
to society is the injury the less because 
the delirium is longer continued and the 
death pains more protracted? The law 
raises a gallows if I set fire to my neigh- 
bor’s house, though not a soul perish in 
the flames. But I may throw a torch 
into his household, I may lead his chil- 
dren through a fire more consuming 
than Moloch’s; I may make his whole 
family a burnt offering upon the altar 
of Moloch. ... 

“If the laws of a Christian state will 
open these seminaries of poverty, vice, 
and sorrow, the same laws must open 
near them, to receive their graduates— 
almshouses, criminal courts, peniten- 
tiaries, prisons, and sepulchers. And 
while these are fitting up and filling 
up, the earnings of the industrious, the 
savings of the prudent, must be taken 
from their pockets by the hand of the 
same laws to support them.” 

William A. Sunday had a great anti- 
drink sermon on “The Brewers’ Big 
Horses,” which he delivered wherever 
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he held meetings, and his specifically 
Christian testimony did not suffer for it, 
The National Council of Churches is so 
anxious to preserve its checks and bal- 
ances that it disregards the drink ques- 
tion altogether, save where it co-oper- 
ates with the distiller-beloved Yale 
School. It fears to irritate one of its 
constituent churches which champions 
“moderate drinking.” How few of our 
(Continued on page 903) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Comments on the Editorial 
on John 8:1-11 


I read THe Sunpay Scuoot Times 
regularly, and with real profit and 
enjoyment. However, I was keenly 
disappointed in the character of an 
article that appeared September 27, 
“Making a Footnote of Inspired Scrip- 
ture.” 

Dr. Gordon’s statement that the edi- 
tors of the Revised Standard Version 
have committed a “serious affront to 
the doctrine of inspiration” is hard 
to fathom. John 8:1-11 (our King 
James Version) is not in the oldest 
and best manuscripts in every instance. 
In at least one manuscript, it occurs 
at a different point in the Gospel ac- 
count, ... 

If his article had only been limited 
to “Why I believe John 8:1-11 is part 
of the inspired Word,” it would have 
been beautiful and helpful.—A Penn- 
sylvania pastor, 


I have read with interest your edi- 
torial by Ernest Gordon entitled “Mak- 
ing a Footnote of Inspired Scripture.” 
I hope you will not misunderstand me 
if I offer a few comments on Mr. Gor- 
don’s discussion of John 7:53 to 8:11— 
a touching passage which, whether it 
formed part of the original, inspired 
narrative or not, has been generally 
considered as part of our Christian 
heritage and has certainly been used 
of God to bring hope and forgiveness 
to sinners, 

The editorial sharply criticizes the 
translators of the Revised Standard 
Version for placing the aforementioned 
verses in a footnote, and the C. B. 
Williams version for omitting it alto- 
gether. Such treatment of the passage 
is said to be “arbitrary” and “a serious 
affront to the doctrine of the inspiration 
of Scripture,” and it is suggested that 
this omission alone should be sufficient 
to bar these versions from being cir- 
culated as the Word of God. However. 
I believe that Sunpay ScHoot Times 
readers are entitled to know that in 
taking this position Mr. Gordon finds 
himself in disagreement not only with 
some of the more liberal scholars, but 
also with many of our conservative 
colleagues. .. . [The writer gives sev- 
eral examples of versions that omit 
the passage.] 

Perhaps we should remind ourselves 
that it may be just as much an affront 
to the doctrine of inspiration to include 
a doubtful passage in the sacred text 
as to omit it: for the same Scripture 
(Rev. 22:18, 19) that forbids us to take 
away from the words of the Book also 
solemnly charges us not to add any- 
thing thereto. ... 

Perhaps Mr. Gordon’s position may 
be most aptly summed up in the words 


(Continued on page 912) 
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The Revised Standard Version of the Old Testament 


A review of the first part of the much publicized 


new translation of the Bible 


LTHOUGH the Revised Standard 

Version has been published but 

a very short time, reactions al- 
ready are pouring in. These range 
from extreme to extreme—severest criti- 
cism to highest praise. Preliminary 
comment found in the evangelical press 
and heard from prominent representa- 
tives of the historic Christian faith ap- 
pears for the most part to be adverse. 
This initial criticism is directed, not so 
much at the technical accuracy of the 
translation, but at the sponsors, or the 
translators. The examination of tech- 
nical matters doubtless will follow from 
time to time in the months to come. 

Before proceeding to the critical evalu- 
ation of the translation itself, a summary 
conclusion may be presented here, With 
the reservations noted below, this version 
is probably the best translation in mod- 
ern English to be found in the English- 
speaking world. The style of the Old 
Testament is most, pleasing, and resem- 
bles much more closely the style of the 
King James translation than one would 
expect who has seen only the New Tes- 
tament part of the work. 

Further, it clarifies the meanings of 
some three to four hundred words whose 
usages have changed since 1611. A par- 
tial list of these words will be found 
on pages 83-88 of “An Introduction to 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Old Testament.”! It is gocd to note, 
for example, revisions such as “share” 
for “communicate,” “uncover” for “dis- 
cover,” and “ask” for “borrow.” The 
reader should not be upset by the 
thought that the revision of words ex- 
tends to theologically important ones in 
such a manner that the “liberal” views 
of the translators are everywhere mani- 
fest. In general (certain exceptions are 
noted), these words are carried over as 
found in the King James Version. Time 
has not permitted an exhaustive check, but 
a preliminary investigation of the prin- 
cipal words—“guilt,” “atonement,” “faith,” 
“righteousness,” “justice,” “wrath,” “an- 
ger,” “sin,” and others—shows no sig- 
nificant variation from the earlier ver- 
Sion, 


How Close to the King James Version? 

In numbers of places in the “Intro- 
duction” (pp. 6, 12, 13, 76), it is stated 
that the revisers were in honor bound 
to adhere as closely as possible to the 
King James text. Their decision was 
to stay as close as possible to the Tyn- 
dale-King James tradition in the light 
of our present knowledge of the He- 


‘Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York 17; 25 
cents. 


The Editors are glad to present to 
readers, in this and next week’s 
issues, reviews by competent scholars 
in the Hebrew and Greek languages 
of the Old and New Testaments in 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Holy Bible (Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
New York 17; $6). The title page 
declares that this version has been 
“translated from the original tongues, 
being the version set forth A.D. 1611, 
revised A.D. 1881-1885 and A.D. 1901, 
compared with the most ancient 
authorities and revised A.D. 1952.” 

Dr. Young is professor of Semitic 
Languages, Literature, and History 
at Shelton College, New York City. 
He is a graduate of Acadia Univer- 
sity; Faith Theological Seminary, 
Wilmington, Del.; received his Ph.D. 
from Dropsie College for Hebrew 
and Cognate Learning, Philadelphia; 
has written a Hebrew grammar, and 
is an authority on Hebrew poetry. 








brew and Greek texts. They state that 
the American Standard Version was 
their basic English text, and from it 
deviations were permitted only by a 
majority vote, subject to final ratifica- 
tion by a two-thirds vote. This was a 
splendid check. A critique of their 
product, as far as conformity to the 
original text is concerned, is noted be- 
low, however. 

In this review article an initial sur- 
vey of one aspect of matters technical 
is attempted. Before proceeding to that, 
some recognition should be given to the 
broader problems of sponsors and trans- 
lators. It will be noted that three things 
are found in most reviews in the Bible- 
believing press. The first of these re- 
lates to an impression created by the 
advertising found on the cover flap and 
elsewhere, to the effect that “the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible is 
authorized by the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America.” Insofar as one would be 
correct in supposing that the Council 
would have some control over the ad- 
vertising of its own volume, one could 
state that the Council itself was re- 
sponsible for this statement. In their 
“Introduction” (pp. 6, 7), however, they 
state that the making and publication 
of the Revised Standard Version was 
“authorized.” They also state there that 
the purpose of copyrighting the Amer- 
ican Standard Version (1901) was “to 
protect the text [of that particular ver- 
sion] from unauthorized changes.” The 
present reviewer does not go as far as 
some in condemning the Council for 
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making claim to being an authorizing 
agent of the Version, but he does de- 
plore everything or anything that en- 
courages anyone to believe that the 
National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America is the 
voice of Protestantism today. It is far 
from including all Protestant bodies; and, 
significantly, the great bulk of persons 
evangelical and fundamental, holding 
the historical Christian position, are not 
active in their councils, nor, in many 
cases, even included in their member- 
ship. Whatever encourages this decep- 
tion is wrong 


A Version Sponsored by Modernists 

It is pointed out, in the second place, 
that the copyright of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version is held by the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. This body, 
whose viewpoint not only is not funda- 
mental, but whose leaders in large num- 
bers are on reccrd as being against that 
view and position, is actually engaged 
in furthering its own views, as one would 
quite naturally expect. When those 
views are, in so very many respects, 
diametrically opposed to the Biblical 
position as understood by evangelical 
Christians, one is reluctant to do any- 
thing to support even in a small way 
an agency that will by that assistance 
be enabled to spread its Modernistic 
views of the teachings of Scripture. 
Here is an anomalous situation indeed! 
The message of God by which man’s soul 
must be saved is found only in the Bible, 
yet some of the proceeds from the sale 
of a versicn of that Bible go in part at 
least to a group engaged in obscuring or 
denying fundamental doctrines of that 
same Bible. 

The third feature is that the trans- 
lators are, without exception, “liberals” 
in theological viewpoint. In answer to 
this charge, they themselves say: 

. the committee did not intend, nor 
had it any authority, to change the Bible 

. the fact must be stressed that there 
is no place for theology in Bible trans- 
lation, whether conservative or radical 
or whatever else. . Linguistic science 
knows no theology; those of most contra- 
dictory views can meet on common 
ground devoid of polemic, agreed that 
Hebrew words mean such and such, and 
their inflection and syntactical relations 
imply this or that. These facts estab- 
lish an agreed translation, . . . The Bib- 
lical translator is not an _ expositor; 
however pronounced his views about 
Biblical doctrines, he has nm right what- 
ever to intrude his opinions into the 
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translation, or to permit his dogmatic 
convictions to qualify or shape its word- 
ing.” 2 


The reviewer was present at the meet- 


ing addressed by the speaker to whom 
reference is made by the author of the 
above quotation when he says, “A re- 
cent speaker has told of a project to 
issue ‘a theologically conservative trans- 
lation of the Bible.’”% At that meeting 
numbers of those present expressed 
audibly what appeared to be the atti- 
tude of the majority, namely: “What is 
a theologically conservative translation 
of the Bible? What does theology have 
to do with a translation?” One won- 
ders how men of education adequate 
to a major translation project can hold 
so naive an attitude about their work. 
Surely it can be expected that .they 
should know that every translation is an 
interpretation, and that no interpreter 
can divorce his training, background, 
and viewpoint from the interpretation 
he makes. Admittedly, these factors 
would make no difference in a great 
majority of the sentences translated. 
They do, however, make a difference in 
certain key places, as, for example, in 
the deliberate substitution of “expiate” 
for “propitiate” in the New Testament 
part of this Version. They do make a 
difference also in many, many places 
as to whether one should or should not 
read with a version, or with the Maso- 
retic (Hebrew) text, or even whether 
one should read with neither, but, in- 
stead, substitute some conjecture as to 
what might have been in the original 
manuscripts. 


An Interpretation of “Christian” Needed 
A few cases in point may be in order 


here. In the “Introduction” (p. 61), 
where the translation of the word 
“mercy” (King James Version) is dis- 


cussed, and where the rendering “stead- 
fast love” is defended, it is stated: 

“The use of ‘steadfast love’ carries 
with it an important theological result: 
the word ‘love’ now appears far more 
often in the Old Testament than it did 
in previous translations, counteracting 
the erroneous impression of many Chris- 
tians that the God of the Old Testament 
was not a God of love.” 

One wonders who these “Christians” 
are who, professing to know God, so 
conceive of Him in either Testament as 
to think either that He is not a God of 
love, or that there is not in His char- 
acter beside love its oppcsite—the first 
for those who obey, and the second for 
those who do not. An interpretation 
of the meaning of the word “Christian” 
obviously is needed here, and a theo- 
logical interpretation is involved in the 
selection of a rendering for the Hebrew 
word, contrary to the claim expressed 
in the above quotation, 

Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., in next week’s 
issue of THE SuNDAY ScHOooL TIMEs, will 


2Op. cit., p. 14. 
8Qp. cit., p. 14. 
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show how vital is a sympathetic under- 
standing of the background and histori- 
cal context to a proper understanding 
of the statements of the Bible. In spite 
of what one may think personally of 
the ethics of the matter, it is only the- 
Ology that could make a member of the 
Revision Committee say: 

“There are at least two reservations 
which the modern preacher may prop- 
erly allow himself in preaching from the 
prophets. The repeated reference to the 
harlotries and adulteries of Judah and/or 
Israel does not furnish serviceable meta- 
phors for contemporary edification. And 
one is struck by the savage and vindic- 
tive vengefulness visited upon enemies 
round about. The sword of the Lord 
is constantly drunk with the blood of 
Edom and the like. It may be that the 
writer of Hosea 13.16 was not the tender 
and forgiving author of the earlier part 
of the book; but the brutal hope that 
the little children of Samaria may be 
‘dashed in pieces’ and ‘their pregnant 
women ripped open’ leaves something 
to be desired ethically.” 4 

It is plainly only a misunderstanding 
of the over-all message of a book that 
must speak of interpolations to account 
for parts of Ecclesiastes, and produces 
such a statement as the following: 

“The extreme scepticism of the book 
is alleviated somewhat by a few inter- 
polations and editorial additions. These 
and the ascription to Solomon help to 
account for its inclusion in the canon.”5 

Again, it is only one’s attitude toward 
the possibility of predictive prophecy 
that settles such a question as to 
whether, for example, Isaiah 6:13 is a 
promise or a threat. There is nothing 
to help one way or another in the He- 
brew. It is stated, “The implied prom- 
ises of the KJ rendering of Isaiah 6.13 
and 10.22 are in reality threats .. .”6 

When, however, we have so clear a 
prophetic doctrine as that of the future 
dealings of God with Israel, and the 
abundant evidence to indicate that 
though they will be greatly persecuted 
(Isa, 6:11, 12), there nevertheless will 
assuredly be a remnant (Rom, 11:5), we 
do not have difficulty in seeing in Isaiah 
6:13 a prophetic utterance to the effect 
that, though this great destruction will 
come (vs. 11, 12), the remnant (“a 
tenth”) will remain through it. 


Theology Does Affect Translation 

It should be obvious that one’s the- 
ology must inevitably, and does, affect 
one’s translations at points. We should 
not forget the selection of “young 
woman” for “virgin” in Isaiah 7:14, 
which has been highly publicized else- 
where. The word almah (young woman 
of marriageable age) is not found in any 
context where the person referred to 
can be shown definitely not to have been 
a virgin. There is no valid reason for 





*Op. cit., p. 77. 
5 Op. cit., p. 74, 
€ Op. cit.; p. 23. 





October 25, 1952 


assuming that the word almah could not 
have meant “virgin.” (All know, of 
course, that the word betulah is a spe- 
cific word for “virgin.”) When it comes 
to “interpreting” the word almah as to 
whether she was just any young woman, 
or whether, in harmony with what evi- 
dence exists, she was specifically a “vir- 
gin,” one’s theology again enters the 
picture. He who takes both Testaments as 
one, or who accepts predictive prophecy 
as possible, or who places’ impor- 
tance on the evidence of tradition (con- 
trary to the statement in the “Intro- 
duction,” p. 30) that antedates the be- 
ginning of the Christian Era, namely, the 
Jewish-translated version, the Greek 
Septuagint, must “interpret” the word 
almah here as “virgin.” 

Finally, in this connection, when the 
Hebrew word olam can mean either 
“antiquity,” “ancient days” (Josh, 24:2, 
“Your fathers dwelt on the other 
side of the flood [Euphrates] in old time 
folam],” K.J.); or, as in a host of places, 
if not the majority, “everlasting” (see 
Brown, Driver and Briggs, “A Hebrew 
and English Lexicon of the Old Testa- 
ment”), it obviously is only the theology 
of the translator that causes him to 
select the interpretation of Micah 5:2 
here chosen: “But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, who are little to be among 
the clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whcse origin is from of old, from 
ancient days.” He who knows Christ 
knows Him as the pre-existent one, and 
has no problem with a prophecy (ef. 
Matt. 2:6) which contains a reference to 
the fact of Christ’s having existed from 
eternity.. In fact, one wonders why, if 
a translator must speak of His having 
an origin “from of old, from ancient 
days” (that is, of His having an exist- 
ence before His “coming forth”), he 
cannot just as easily use the more com- 
mon “everlasting.” 

So vital a factor is theology in trans- 
lation! It should be repeated: one won- 
ders about the naiveté involved in the 
statement in the “Introduction” concern- 
ing theological translations. 


THE HEBREW TEXT 


The attitude implied in the “Introduc- 
tion” in numbers of places, and ex- 
pressed concretely in several, may be 
stated thus: 

“The plain meaning of the Hebrew 
text would be completely clear to us 
were it not primarily for two reasons: 
(1) the forgotten meaning of individual 
words and expressions, and (2) the cor- 
rupted form of the tezxt.”7 (Italics the 
reviewer’s.) 

Or again: 

“The Hebrew text of the prophecies is, 
in many instances (cf, Hosea 4 and ff), 
obscure or corrupt; more so than in most 
of the rest of the Old Testament.” § 

It is admitted by all students of the 





7 Op. cit., p. 27. 
8 Op. cit., p. 76. 
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Lesson for November 9 


Bible, ourselves included, that “many 
words and passages in the Hebrew Bible 
are unintelligible to us,” but that in 
itself alone does not give us the warrant 
for adding, “some of them are undoubt- 
edly in need of emendation.” An illus- 
tration might be in point. In the sup- 
posedly difficult Psalm 2:12, “kiss the 
Son” is stated to be “an indefensible 
translation even of the traditional He- 
brew text, which in this case clearly 
requires emendation” (“Introduction,” 
p. 58). In the text of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version at Psalm 2:12 there appears 
the translation, “Serve the Lord with 
fear, with trembling kiss his feet, lest 
_..” A footnote reads: “Cn [conjecture]: 
The Hebrew of 115 and 12a is uncertain.” 
There is nothing difficult about the 
Hebrew of these verses, just because 
there may be difficulty in the minds 
of the translators in accepting what 
it says. The Hebrew reads, liter- 
ally, “Serve the Lord with fear, tremble 
[cf. Brown, Driver and Briggs, op. cit., 
and R.S.V. rendering of the same word 
at Hosea 10:5 by “wail”] with a trem- 
bling, kiss the Son, lest .. .” Here the 
translators of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion drop the verb wegilu and replace 
the word bar (which in Proverbs 31:2 
they, themselves translate “son” three 
times) by the word “feet,” Hebrew 
raglayim, There is nothing to indicate 
that the Hebrew text is corrupt, or needs 
emending. The problem again is only 
in the theological understanding of it 
by the translators. . 

“It is not known when and by whom 
the speeches by Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, 
Micah, and most of the other prophets 
were collected and edited. If the writ- 
ings of these prophets were edited after 
their death, perhaps several centuries 
later, it is not surprising that not every- 
thing in the text which was clear to 
the prophets themselves and to their 
listeners, was equally clear and perti- 
nent to the editors and readers of later 
generations. The original tradition or 
text was therefore sometimes made ‘more 
intelligible,’ to the point where it was 
forever lost.” 9 


A Gratuitous Assumption 

If the first sentence in this quotation 
holds true (we do not, of course, agree), 
and we know so little about the original 
State of affairs, must it not be a very 
gratuitous assumption indeed to propose 
as fact the statement in the final sen- 
tence of the same quotation? Again, 
theology alone affects the interpretation 
of the facts—the theology relative to 
the theory of inspiration—for there is 
no manuscript evidence to support this 
reconstruction of the history of the text. 
In fact, the only manuscript evidence 
available to us (the so-called Dead Sea 
Isaiah Manuscript) is contrary to the 
assumption. 

Our Hebrew manuscripts come from 





°Op. cit., p. 28. 
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the 12th century A.D., except for the 
now famous manuscript of Isaiah which 
antedates those by one thousand to four- 
teen hundred years. So closely akin to 
our present text is this ancient manu- 
script that the “assumption” of careless 
copying in our text is found groundless, 
and the essential integrity of the text 
is supported. In fact, we are told that 
“in this connection it should be noted 
that the scroll of Isaiah, said to have 
been discovered in 1947 in a cave near 
the Dead Sea, has virtually no value 
for the reconstruction of the Masoretic 
text” (“Introduction,” p. 26). If this is 
the case, of how much less value are 
the various versions for the “restoration” 
of the text! Who is to say but that the 
variations in the versions themselves 
are caused by faulty transmission of 
their texts, or by those translators hav- 
ing the same difficulties in understanding 
the Hebrew text that the translators of 
the Revised Standard Version had? Thus 
we would have a situation in which the 
conjectures, or emendations, of the pres- 
ent translators of the Hebrew text are 
based on the conjectures of the ancient 
translators! Far better would it be to 
translate the existing text. 


The Importance of Indicating Additions 


The translators of any language know 
that no two languages can be matched 
perfectly in their manner of expression. 
Additions of particles, or parts of the 
verb “to be,” are especially necessary 
in the rendering of Hebrew into Eng- 
lish. The translators of the Revised 
Standard Version do not indicate where 
they have done this, as did the trans- 
lators of the King James Version by 
their use of italics. Only after an ex- 
haustive and minute comparison of the 
Hebrew text with the text of the Re- 
vised Standard Version translation could 
one know the number of the cases where 
such additions were made. It should 
be repeated, all translators of necessity 
must make this type of addition. The 
translators of the King James Version, 
even though they did indicate many 
such cases by the use of italics, did by 
no means so mark all of them. In Psalm 
73:12, as just one illustration, they ren- 
dered olam by “in the world” (usually 
translated “eternity,” or “everlasting”), 
without italicizing the “in.” The He- 
brew has no “in.” In another place in 
the same verse, however, they incor- 
porate one by the use of italics. It 
should be noted that not all the addi- 
tions unmarked in the Revised Standard 
Version are required of the translators, 
or completely innocuous in character. 
The insertion of an unmarked “only” 
in Isaiah 10:22 modifies the thought, even 
though rather minutely, and is unrep- 


resented in the Hebrew text. Research 
through the years may give further 


illumination of this point. 

No statistics relative to the number 
of such additions are yet available. In 
the English text of the Old Testament 
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in the Revised Standard Version there 
are, however, nine hundred ninety-seven 
pages, upon which appear over one thou- 
sand conjectures or emendations, better 
than one per page, which they have 
documented in the footnotes. In order 
to keep the record clear, we should state 
before discussing this further that the 
translators of the King James Version 
on numbers of occasions did this, too— 
without any footnote documentation, and 
without the use of italics. In Exodus 17:16 
they (KJV) render by, “Because the Lord 
hath sworn,” the Hebrew, “because a 
hand upon kes [meaning unknown, but 
much like kisse, “throne”] of Jah.” In 
1 Kings 9:18 the King James Version 
reads, “Tadmor,” with a Hebrew foot- 
note and the versions, as does the Re- 
vised Standard Version, instead of the 
tmr which is in the Hebrew text (cf. 
Ezekiel 47:19 and 48:28, where Tamar 
was in southern Palestine). The King 
James Version does not use italics here, 
or a footnote to indicate that a change 
was made. 

The Revised Standard Version is not 
to be defended, however, because the 
Kdng James Version also makes this mis- 
take. An accurate translation should 
endeavor to follow exactly at all points 
the text being translated. In a com- 
mentary, or in footnotes, one can make 
as many conjectures, or propose as many 
changes as he likes. The changes, how- 
ever, should not be incorporated into 
the translated text. If there are—and 
in the Hebrew text of the Bible there 
are—some places where it is difficult to 
understand the meaning of the Hebrew, 
there should be made as literal a trans- 
lation as possible, and the conjectures 
as to meaning should be in the notes. 
If these are, at most, only one per page, 
the beauty of the rendering will not 
suffer greatly, but the reader will know 
where he should proceed cautiously, In 
any event, text will compare with text 
with equal certainty or difficulty, 


Two Kinds of Difficulties 

It could be observed that the trans- 
lators of the Revised Standard Version 
have rendered the Christian public a 
service in pointing out those places 
where the text of the Hebrew Old Tes- 
tament is difficult. We need to divorce, 
however, the actual difficulties from 
those which stem only from the theolog- 
ical inability of the translators to un- 
derstand them, 

Of the more than one _ thousand 
changes proposed, and indicated by foot- 
notes, one third are simply guesses, com- 
pletely and admittedly unsupported by 
any manuscript or version evidence. 
They are marked by the footnotes which 
commence with the notation, “Cn.” The 
other two thirds are surmises which fol- 
low the reading found in some earlier 
translation, whether Greek, Aramaic, 
Syriac, Latin, or the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch, which, as already has been stated, 
may themselves be surmises as to how 
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to interpret the Hebrew text. The plain 
assumption is that where the Hebrew 
is difficult of interpretation, it must be 
in error, and need correction. There 
are places in which this might be true. 
We have, however, no objective basis 
by which to determine where it is true. 
Biblical literature is full of cases from 
the Hebrew Bible so treated some years 
ago which now, in the fuller light from 
archaeology and the currently available 
ancient texts, are clear. For just one 
example we might observe the treatment 
of arabot and kcsharot in Psalm 68. 
Most commentators, until recently, 
emended these to abot and mosharot, “in 
order to make sense” in the passage. 
In the light of evidence now available 
from Ugarit, the unchanged Hebrew 
text, arabot and kcsharot, is universally 
admitted to be correct and meaningful. 
So it has been found in case after case. 
Who is to say how many of the more 
than a thousand conjectures or emenda- 
tions will be clarified similarly by fur- 
ther research? Why should a trans- 
lator, in the light of such evidence, 
continue to assume that a text hard to 
understand is corrupt, per se, and néeds 
emending? Let him render as faithfully 
as he can the text before him, and limit 
his own personal guesses, whether from 
versions or not, to foctnotes, or com- 
mentaries. (In the Old Testament, be- 
cause of a lack of ancient manuscripts, 
we are not able to make suggestions 
from the rather exact science of textual 
criticism based on manuscript varia- 
tions, as we do in the New Testament.) 

In clesing, we should not pass over 
a few good features of a particular 
nature, and a few to which objection 
should be taken. Later articles will be 
able to bring out many of the specific, 
or particular items. The footnote at 
Genesis 1:1, which suggests as an alter- 
nate for the text’s “In the beginning God 
created,” the rendering, “When God be- 
gan to create,” seems quite inexcusable 
in view of the use of the Hebrew per- 
fect tense (the tense of completed 
action), rather than the imperfect tense 
(the tense of continuative, or incipient 
{beginning] action). For the reviewer's 
interpretation of this verse, reference is 
made to his article, “Biblical Chron- 
ology and Genesis 1:1-3,” Journal of the 
American Scientific Affiliation! Volume 
III, Number 4. The specific rendering 
of “father of” and “became the father 
of” for the King James Version’s “begat” 
in. Genesis five and eleven is much too 
limited for Semitic usage. See again 
the article cited above. 

The use of “LORD” for “Jehovah” is 
a return to a more acceptable rendering, 
and doubtless will be appreciated. The 
attempt to secure consistency in the 
spelling of proper nouns, and the attempt 
to represent the Hebrew spelling more 
accurately is to be commended. This 

“ Secretary, Dr. Russell L. Mixter, 1006 N, 
President St., Wheaton, Il. 
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will bring the English Bible spelling 
more in line with current archaeological 
usage. 

All will not agree with the rendering 
of “No” by “Memphis,” even for the 
sake of clarity in making identifications. 
The text should be left as it is in the 
interest of the general public. Any sug- 
gestions, accurate though they be, as in 
this case, should not appear in the text, 
but in the accompanying explanatory 
material. 

The reader will appreciate, and could 
profit by the study of the article, “Geog- 
raphy of the Old Testament,” in the “In- 
troduction.” For example, the recogni- 
tion of Ebir-nari as a place name (Ezra 
6:6 and elsewhere), rather than as words 
to be translated “beyond the river,” will 
illumine the passages in which it occurs, 
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In the Revised Standard Version a con. 
tribution has been made to our fuller 
understanding of the Bible. This should 
be appreciated. The warnings sounded 
at the beginning of this review, and in 
other reviews, however, should not go 
unheeded. The work of man is not per- 
fect, especially man whose doctrinal at- 
titude is not in harmony with the mes. 
Sage upon which he works, as we have 
demonstrated. Nor would a translation 
by evangelicals be perfect. It would 
be safeguarded, however, against some 
of the dangers noted in this review. Suc! 
a translation is much needed. 

NEw York Clry, 

Dr, Buswell’s review of the Revised 

Standard Version of the New Testa 

ment will follow next week. 


Halloween Was Not Meant To Be Funny 


How many Belgians look upon October 31 and November 1 


ie EUROPEAN countries like Belgium, 
where holidays are observed with 
whole-hearted enthusiasm, it is a sur- 
prise to discover that our American ver- 
sion of Halloween is unknown. Why 
this should be, when all that we know 
cof this hilarious festival is said to have 
come from Europe, used to puzzle a 
young missionary until] she made a jack- 
o’-lantern. 

It was Halloween and her little sons 
were at the kitchen table, digging into 
some shiny, yellow gourds that they had 
picked up at the market that morning 
—not real pumpkins, of course, but they 
would do. Mother was describing the 
pranks of children in the United States, 
and how ghosts and hobgobblins, skele- 
tons, and witches had a place in 
the harmless, fireside revelries. “That 
must be fun,” observed Little Brother 
ecstatically, “but still sort of scary fun!” 

When old Marie came in to take her 
leave, she looked surprised at all the 
litter in the kitchen, but only remarked 
that of course Madame would not ex- 
pect her to work tomorrow as it was 
Toussaint (All Saints Day). 

“Lock at my lantern, Marie!” shouted 
Big Brother. “I am to be a ghost to- 
night, and we shall have a skeleton and 
a witch with a black cat.” 

As the enormity of the thing broke 
upon her, the poor widow turned re- 
proachful eyes upon Mother. “I am 
spending the entire day in prayer,” was 
all she said, but her shocked face meant, 
“To what lengths will these foreign 
Protestants go in their disrespect for 
the dead and for tormented souls in 
purgatory!” 

Hurrying home for her garden tocls, a 
scrub brush, and a pot of white chrysan- 
themums, Marie took a crowded tram to 
the cemetery. Everybody got off at the 
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end of the line, carrying bags and flowers 
through the massive gates of the Cité des 
Morts, each one intent on finding his 
family burying plot before darkness fell, 
Marie fetched a can of water and began 
to scrub the headstone on her husband's 
grave, 

How well she knew each letter carved 
in the stone. No need to light more 
candles to see the “Priez pour son ame” 
(Pray for his soul) beneath the name. 
All day tomorrow she would tell her 
beads for the repose of his soul. If even 
the richest and best of men had to pass 
some time in purgatory, how cculd she 
calculate the suffering reserved for a 
pocr saloonkeeper, who had never been 
very regular in attending church? It is 
true that the funeral had taken most 
of her savings, but she must manage to 
order some masses for Henri—she must 
net fail him. 

On November 1, All Saints. Day, all 
able-bodied citizens are abroad, travel- 
ing from one cemetery to another to pay 
their respects to relatives and friends. 
War veterans gather to lay wreaths on 
monuments as we do in America on 
Memorial Day. It is a day of unrelieved 
gloom—the dull sorrow of those who 
have no hope beyond the grave, 

It was Pope Urban IV, who originatec 
this very important church hcliday 
about A.D, 700, to “provide for the ven- 
eration of saints who might have been 


overlooked during the year.” As the 
calendar can only accommodate 365 
names of saints, it was felt that the 


growing number of martyrs and canon- 
ized saints should be provided for, as 
they, too, were “officially recognized as 
being capable of interceding with God 
for sinners.” Church historians tell us 
that there were many gods and many 
mediators in the old Roman Empire 
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Lesson for November 9 


and that the mediation of the saints is 
of pagan origin, in direct opposition to 
Christianity, which is centered in the 
absolute uniqueness of one God and one 
Mediator. 

After what we have seen of this fes- 
tival in Catholic Europe, the mystery of 
lighthearted American Halloween 


our 
frolics deepens, until we _ go _ back 
before Pope Urban to the old Druid 


priests of heathen Europe, to the Belgae 
and the Galli tribes whom Caesar found 
in what is teday Belgium and France. 
In those days, October 31 was New 
Year’s Eve—the end of the old year and 
a time for a sort of Watch Night serv- 
ice. On the next day the magicians 
would light fires to the sun god and 
a new beginning, but this night was the 
annual judgment time for the souls of 
the dead. The “Lord of Death” pre- 
sided at the ceremony when good souls 
were sent to inhabit human bodies and 
wicked souls were condemned to find the 
body of an animal in which to spend the 
next year. Inexorable as the judge 
appeared to be, the punishment of dead 


souls might be lightened by the gifts 
and prayers of their friends. Perhaps 
we have here the germ of the later 


teaching about purgatory. As judgment 


was pronounced, what a flitting of 
ghostly souls there must have _ been, 


mingled with the witches and hobgob- 
lins in search of a dwelling place! 
When Christianity suddenly became 
popular after the “conversion” of Em- 
peror Constantine, the pure worship of 
the Apostolic Church was soon corrupted 
by such pagan rites. The church adopted 
the New Year’s Eve and New Year's Day 
of the Celtic religion, calling them Hal- 


loween and Hallowmas, or All Saints 
Day, instead. In this, as in so many 
other things, a Christian veneer was 


laid over the hard, black core of pagan- 
ism—a veneer that has worn very thin 
with the years. 

It is evident that the American Hal- 
loween springs from this ancient source, 
though, as the dictionary describes it, 
“belief in the virtue of these rites is 
slight in the United States.” Many of 
the early settlers of the Atlantic States 
rejected Roman Catholic teaching about 
purgatory, and did not observe the old 
church holidays. Instead, they recalled 
the oldest stories of all about October 
31, and regaled their children with the 
doings of spooks and hobgoblins until 
the festival became a night of silly 
pranks, 

Today, sorrowing Belgians, deprived 
of the Bible for generations, find it truly 
good news to learn the way of salvation 
through faith in Christ alone. The Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission (the European head- 
quarters of which are at 7 Rue du 
Moniteur, Brussels, Belgium, and the 


American headquarters at 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 7) has gone through the 
land since World War I, assuring men 
that Christ can now deliver “them who 
through fear of death were all their 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15). 
Instead of hopeless mourning on All 
Saints Day, you may see groups of Bel- 
gian believers at the cemetery gates, 
anxious to pass on to their fellows the 
comfort wherewith they themselves “are 
comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:4). 

Dressed in her widow’s weeds and 
with her face aglow with the love of 
the Lord, Madame Neusy loves to take 
her stand by the cemetery. “It was a 
long and blessed day’s work,” she tells 
of one occasion. “Our different groups 
gave out and sold 1,300 tracts and papers. 
A little woman came up to me for a tract, 
and I remarked, ‘Do you know, Madame, 
that the Saviour loves you?’ She did not 
answer and walked on home. Next day 


Christian man told me that he had 
met this woman in the village. ‘Mon- 
sieur,’ she had called to him, ‘do you go to 


Then 


was 


the Temple [Protestant church]? 
you must know the woman who 
giving out papers at the cemetery gate. 


She said something that pierced my 
heart. She said, “Do you know, Madame, 
that the Saviour loves ycu?”’” This 


is news—good news, in Belgium today. 
The funeral of a believer is a time of 
triumph for his fellow Christians, who 
rejoice that one more pilgrim has been 
received into the Celestial City after 
the perils and hardships of the way. 
Curicus neighbors often follow’ the 
hearse through the streets to see how 
the Protestants bury their dead. As they 
stand around the grave, a wonderful 
opportunity is afforded the Protestant 
pastor to exalt the risen and victorious 
Christ and to speak of the blessed hope 


that robs death of its sting. Ending 
with a real Gospel message, the long 
service -closes, leaving the neighbors 


with a great longing to know that their 
names also are written in Heaven 

The All Saints holiday is always in- 
cluded in the Yearly Convention of the 
Flemish churches cf the Belgian Gospel] 
Mission. They spend the day in singing 
songs of praise, gathered around the 
Scriptures. It is most unlikely that Oc- 
tober 31 will ever be a jolly celebration 
in old Europe, but to an ever-increasing 
number of Belgians it has become a 
holy day for witnessing and for feasting 
on fat things taken from the Word of 
God. 


BrussELs, BELGIUM, 


3 
A Major Hindrance to Revival 


(Continued from second page) 


evangelical leaders take the trouble to 
inform themselves on the alcohol ques- 
tion that they may inform their flocks! 
The Revue de l’Evangélisation (Paris), 
December, 1951, said: “Christians ought 
to undertake a mass uprising against 
alcohol in the heart of their churches. 
Since we have done this in our parish, 
we notice great interest in rescue work 
among Catholics and Indifferents as well 
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as Protestants. It is a manifestation 
of love for God and neighbor.” 

A Swiss exchange tells of a country 
curate, a Roman Catholic, who has re- 
cently preached a series of seven ser- 
mons on alcohol. He first sought litera- 
ture from the International Antialcohol 
Bureau in Lausanne and studied the sub- 
ject carefully. He began with Christian 
principles in the matter, then took up, 
seriatim, the general action of alcohol, 
its effects on the individual, on the fam- 


ily, on society, causes and remedies, 
prejudices and habits. He writes of the 
reactions: 


“It is unnecessary to say that the series 
was variously received. Some congratu- 
lated and thanked me; others ground 
their teeth. They threatened to ccm- 
plain to the bishop. Nevertheless I con- 
tinued as I had planned.” He was led 
to this course by the sad growth of 
drinking in his parish. 

Would that in our many summer con- 
ferences there might be courses in this 
subject, training pastors to preach on 
it and Sunday school teachers to teach 
it. As with us, so in most Swiss parishes, 
the question is of great importance in 
the life of the faithful, yet how rarely 
are they given guidance in the matter. 

In Le Liberateur, A. Le Gall, a re- 
deemed man, writes about his salvation: 

“Is alcoholism curable? ‘No,’ answer 
most doctors. ‘Yes,’ reply all members 
of the Blue Cross. As a matter of fact 
medical science cannot suppress the 
tyrannical passion of the _ inveterate 
drinker. Known scientific remedies 
have only a passing effect. The alco- 
holic, on release, falls back into his servi- 


tude. 
“Why? Because alcohol changes the 
higher functions of his nature—will, 


conscience, self-respect. Because science 
cannot restore to the individual these 
traits, so indispensable for his restora- 
tion. Because the physician purges body 
alone from poison; the soul remains cor- 
rupted. Satan holds his prey. 

“*You are your own doctor,’ the great 
psychiatrist Buffet kept saying to me in 
the Toulon Hospital, after my third crisis 
of delirium tremens, 

“*Your own doctor!’ When I was but 
a rag, a monster possessed of a demon. 
What could one do alone? But where 
science was powerless the Blue Cross 
succeeded. Why? 

“1. Because the Blue Cross is the work 
of Christ whose founder, Pastor Rochat, 
was inspired of God to save the victims 
of alcoholism—Satan’s modern instru- 
ment for destroying souls, 

“2. Because the Blue Cross is uncom- 
promisingly Biblical. It draws its 
strength from prayer, faith, and love. 

“3. Because the Blue Cross de-intoxi- 
cates the soul of the drinker, thereby 
transforming his deliverance into defini- 
tive victory, 

“4. Because alcoholism is a diabolical 
scourge which Christ, Conqueror of sin 
by the Cross, alone can destroy.” 
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LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 9. THE COMPASSION OF JESUS 


Matthew 9; printed text, verses 1-9, 35-38 


Golden Text.—When he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 9:1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, 


and came into his own city. 


2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the 
and Jesus seeing their faith said 
unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins 


palsy, lying on a bed: 


be forgiven thee. 


3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within them- 


selves, This man blasphemeth. 


4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think 


ye evil in your hearts? 


5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; 


or to say, Arise, and walk? 


6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the 
palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 


7 And he arose, and departed to his house, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


Too ninth chapter of Matthew’s 
Gospel is really a continuation of 
the eighth. The period is the great 
Galilean ministry, and we are still deal- 
ing with a series of miracles which give 
practical demonstration of that author- 
ity which was noted in our Lord’s teach- 
ing. 

The latter part of the eighth chapter 
related His crossing over the Sea of 
Galilee to the region of Gadara. The 
storm on the lake was but a foreview 
of the spiritual tempest which met Him 
on the east side of the lake. There 
Jesus demonstrated His supreme author- 
ity over demons, and therefore in all 
the unseen world. If the inimical forces 
of hell yielded to His word of command, 
it is no great wonder that the obedient 
forces of nature did His will. 

It should be noticed that Jesus is 
Lord in every sphere. There is no realm 
beyond His power and authority. The 
things which affect the human body are 
submissive to His touch and word of 
command. The winds and the waves 
obey Him. Hell itself cringes at His 
feet. Now we shall see how the soul of 
man finds the answer to its deepest need 
in this same Jesus, 

The chapter begins with a picture of 
the Saviour’s concern for an individual, 
and ends with His deep compassion for 
the multitude. The multitude for Jesus 


is always the individual multiplied. The 
person is never lost in the crowd for 
Him. He has the shepherd-heart. 

We shall see here, too, how the Lord 


as sheep having no shepherd.— Matt. 9:36 


8 But when the multitude saw it, 
glorified God, which had given such power unto men. 
9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, 


they marvelled, and 


named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he 


among the people. 


saith unto him, Follow me. 

35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teach- 
ing in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 


And he arose, and followed him. 


36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 


compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scat- 


tered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 


37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 


plenteous, but the labourers are few: 


5 4 b 5 4 > 4 
Jesus is never superficial in His esti- 
mates. He sees deeper than the surface, 
both in the individual and in the multi- 
tude. Where others saw sickness, He 
Saw sin (Matt. 9:2). Where others just 
saw crowds, He saw“ sheep “scattered 
. having no shepherd” (v. 36). As 
we study this lesson, let us pray that 
we may see with His eyes, and feel with 
His heart. 

On previous occasions I have recom- 
mended the use of a harmony of the 
Gospels. Certainly we should never 
study one of the Gospels, especially cne 
of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke), without making the compari- 
sons with the others which a harmony 
presents so clearly. The harmony by 
Stevens and Burton,! and that by A, T. 
Robertson, are still standard. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 9:1—‘“Into a ship .: . into his 
own city.” The ship was doubtless a 
fishing boat belonging to some of His 
disciples. They were now returning over 
the Sea of Galilee from Gadara. “His 
own city” was Capernaum, which He 
had made His center of operation. 

Verse 2—“A man sick of the palsy... 
seeing their faith . . . thy sins be for- 
given thee.” Read the fuller account in 
Luke 5:16-26. The man was a helpless 
paralytic. “Their faith” must refer to 
the faith of the man himself and of those 
who brought him. See how Jesus dealt 





1**A Harmony of the Gospels for Historical 
Study” (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 
17; $2.75, plus 15 cents postage). 

2“A Harmony of the Gospels for Students 
of the Life of Christ” (The Broadman Press, 
Nashville 3, Tenn., $3). 


38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest. 
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with the basic need first, claiming 
authority in the realm of the spirit. 


Verse 3—“This man _ blasphemeth.” 
The blasphemy of which they accused 
Him was exercising a prerogative which 
belongs to God only. If He were not 
God, it was the most fearful form of 
blasphemy. 

Verse 4.—“Wherefore think ye evil in 
your hearts?” The evil was based on 
a predetermined assumption that Jesus 
was only aman, They would have been 
right to inquire into the claims of one 
undertaking to forgive sins, but to begin 
with a denial of His right led them to 
charge God with evil! 

Verse 5.—“Whether is easier... ?” 
The claim to forgive sins was not sus- 
ceptible of any public proof, but to say, 
“Arise, and walk,” called for immediate 
demonstration. From the point of view 
of test, the former was easier, although 
it involved the greater miracle. 


Verse 6.—“But that ye may know. ... 


Arise, take up thy bed, and go.” Jesus’ 


used the miracle in the physical realm, 
which demonstrated the validity of His 
word, as evidence of His authority in 
the spiritual realm, 

Verse 7.—“And he arose, and departed 
to his house.” No painful balancing on 
feet long helpless, and no leaning on 
friends for support in the unaccustomed 
activity. He who was carried in utter 
weakness now carried his own pallet 
and walked erect and steady before them 
all. 

Verse 8.—“The multitude . . . mar- 
velled, and glorified God.” They were 
free from the prejudices of the Phari- 
sees, and gave full vent to their won- 
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Lesson for November 9 


derment, while not yet having an ade- 
quate conception of Jesus as the Son of 
God. 

Verse 9—‘A man, named Matthew 
.,. follow me. And he arose, and fol- 
lowed him.” It is interesting to have 
Matthew tell us of his own call, and 
immediate response. The “arose” here 
is different from that of verse 7. There 
a passive form is used, suggestive of 
the man’s arising by a power which he 
did not possess, but only in that mo- 
ment imparted to him; here it is active, 
speaking of the action of a man in full 
possession of his natural powers, which 
he calls into operation in the deliberate 
act of following Jesus. 

Verse 35.—“Teaching ... preaching... 
healing.” Notice the triple activity of 
our Lord as He “went about.” Look up 
the little verses in last week’s “Per- 
sonal Applications,” and ask yourself, 
What do I do as I go about? 

Verse 36.—‘Moved with compassion.” 
All the fickleness of the crowds did not 
turn Him from them. He saw their great 
need, and their want of shepherding. 

Verse 37.—“The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the labourers are few.” The 
Galilean crowds represented to Him the 
vaster multitudes of earth, and He con- 
trasted the fewness of His disciples with 
the vastness of the work to be done. 

Verse 38.—“Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest.” Prayer is the appointed 
means of filling the ranks of the ministry. 
That prayer had speedy answer (chap. 
10:1). But it is a prayer that must be 
sustained, for the need is ever with us. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When the Lord Jesus said to the para- 
lytic, “Thy sins be forgiven,” three things 
were brought out into clear focus: the 
basic need of the one to whom He spoke, 
His own authority in the spiritual realm, 
and the heart condition of His hearers. 

More than physical healing, the para- 
lytic needed his sins dealt with as the 
cause of his ailment. As a good physi- 
cian, our Lord deals with causes, not 
just symptoms. Forgiveness relates to 
life eternal, while healing is for the life 
that now is. Jesus always put first 
things first. There may frequently be 
more connection between our spiritual 
condition and our state of health than 
we realize, and getting right with God 
at some point of controversy may prove 
better medicine than anything the doctor 
could prescribe. 

Then Jesus, by this word, laid claim 
to, and exercised, a divine prerogative. 
The scribes were right in questioning 
the authority of any but God to forgive 
Sins (Luke 5:21). When our Lord exer- 
cised this prerogative, He thereby de- 
clared Himself more than man. To de- 
clare that there were vested in Him as 
Son of man powers which belong to 
God only was tantamount to a claim to 
deity. The power to forgive implies 
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Last Week's Lessen 
5. November 2.—Jesus’ Power and Hu- 


man Need Matthew 8 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7. November 16.—Jesus Commissions 


the Twelve Matthew 10:1 to 11:1 








also the power to judge, and elsewhere 
our Lord affirms that this also is His 
(John 5:22-27). So that gracious word, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee,” carries in 
it the tremendous truth that the eternal 
destiny of every man rests in the hands 
of the Lord Jesus. 

This word of absolution revealed the 
hearts of the hearers, and especially of 
the scribes, who apparently were present 
on a mission of inquiry concerning this 
new, unauthorized, and unorthodox 
rabbi. The evil of their hearts—the un- 
belief, the prejudice, the envy—surged 
up into thought at the words Jesus spoke, 
and He read their thoughts. Doubtless 
their countenances showed clearly 
enough what they were thinking, but He 
who knows the heart does not need facial 
expressions to reveal secret thoughts. 
Always the word of the Gospel tests 
men, and reveals their heart attitudes 
See Hebrews 4:12, 13. It is serious busi- 
ness to come around to scrutinize Jesus; 
He will scrutinize you! 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. The authority of Jesus (Matt. 9:1-9) 
2. The mission of Jesus (vs. 10-17) 

3. The power of Jesus (vs. 18-34) 

4. The compassion of Jesus (vs, 35-38) 
Topics for Development 


Jesus and the Multitudes. Horace, the 
Latin poet, declared in one of his odes, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


ROM what experience on the east 
side of the lake had Jesus just come? 

2. In what sense was Capernaum Jesus’ 
“own city”? 

3. Whose faith is referred to in Mat- 
thew 9:2? 

4. Why could not “their faith” refer 
only to those who brought the paralytic 
to Jesus? 

5. Of what kind of blasphemy did the 
scribes accuse Jesus? 

6. In what sense was it easier to say, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee,” than to say, 
“Arise, and walk”? 

7. What great truths underlie our 
Lord's declaration of forgiveness? 

8. Wherein did Matthew differ from 
those who had previously been called 
to discipleship? 

9. What were the three activities of 
Jesus as He went about the country? 

10. What part do we have in filling the 
ranks of the ministry, at home and 
abroad? 

(Answers on page 912) 
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which has been 


“Odi profanum vulgus,’ 
translated, “I hate the vulgar throng. 
Shakespeare has vividly portrayed the 
fickleness of the crowd in “Julius 
Caesar.” Brutus, the murderer of Cae- 
sar, has the Roman throng ready to wor- 
ship him as the savior of Rome; but it 
just needs a bit of sentimental “mush” 
on the part of Mark Antony to whip 
them into a frenzy against Brutus and 
his associates. If anyone had a right to 
despise the fickle, rude, self-seeking mul- 
titude, Jesus had. He was so superior 
to all men, far above all their smallness 
and pettiness. Yet, although He suffered 
from their shallow, changeable ways, His 
reaction to the crowds was so different 
from the pcet’s. The poet reacted with 
disgust, the Saviour with ccmpassion. 
He saw the tragedy of the multitudes, 
“as sheep having no shepherd,” and He 
offered Himself as their Shepherd. Whose 
heart have we for scattered, frightened, 
needy men—the heart of Horace, or the 
heart of Jesus? 


The Claims of Jesus, It would be a 
great spiritual exercise and blessing to 
search out all the claims which Jesus 
made for Himself. Think of the fol- 
lowing, and then look for more, 

1. He claimed power to forgive sins 
(Matt. 9:2, 6) 

2. He claimed power to give eternal life 
(John 10:28) 

3. He claimed the prerogative of judg- 
ment (chap. 5: 22-27) 

4. He claimed the right to be worshiped 
by accepting worship (John 9: 35-38) 


Personal Applications 


Our task is to help the helpless to come 
to Jesus (Matt, 9:2). 

No sinner is saved by proxy faith, but 
many a sinner has been brought to sav- 
ing faith through the invincible faith 
of his friends, 

The attitude of the heart will always 
color one’s thinking. For clear thinking 
seek a pure heart (v. 4). 

The first place to show the work of 
grace is at home (v. 7). 

One cannot be in a crowd without be- 
ing moved—but with what? I have seen 
impatience, enthusiasm, anger, scorn, but 
seldom compassion (v. 36). 

Don’t pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send forth laborers unless you are 
prepared to be sent forth as one of them 
(v. 38; 10:1, 5). 


Golden Text 

Matt. 9:36.—‘“When he saw the multi- 
tudes.” Preachers usually want crowds. 
Some are moved to pride by them, some 
to fear, some to prayer. Some few ar- 
rive at the heart of the Master, and are 
shaken with compassion. Compare 
Numbers 27:15-17; 1 Chronicles 21:17. 
Have we the shepherd-heart? 

ELMuukRsT, ILL, 

we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTED HyMNS 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
“Rescue the Perishing”’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father, 
we rejoice in the compassion of our 
Lord Jesus, for in His compassion we 
see Thy pitying love toward us. Upon 
that love we cast ourselves again, seek- 
ing the pardon and cleansing we need 
and Thy continued kindness in provid- 
ing for us and directing us in the way 
of Thy choice. Bless Thy Word to us 
now and use it to inspire in us the con- 
cern for needy souls that will cause us 
to do our best to bring them to Thee. 
Bless and use all faithful preachers, 
teachers, and missionaries. Teach the 
nations the way of righteousness and 
peace, and remove the threat of war. 
Where people suffer and are afflicted in 
body, mind, or soul, give them help and 
healing; and may the sorrow and sighing 
of our sin-cursed world give place to the 
blessedness of a Christ-ruled earth, We 
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ask all in the name that is above every 
name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The palsied man in 
our lesson had to have help to get to 
Christ, and he was blessed in having 
friends who cared enough and had faith 
enough to get him to the Saviour. A 
married couple I know had to leave 
China last year after almost twenty-five 
years as missionaries there. The early 
part of those years was occupied with 
learning Chinese, a long and difficult 


FOR THE LOST 


task. Today they are at the same drud- 
gery again, but this time it is Japanese 
they are learning. China closed to them, 
they went to Japan, and in middle age 
are cheerfully working at that difficult 
language. Why? Because to bring needy 
people to Christ is the passion and pur- 
pose of their lives. So, shut out of one 
field of soul-saving work, they have 
turned to a new one, undaunted by the 
language barrier, 
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SUPER MACHINE OF WORLD MISSIONS! 


“PRAY YE THEREFORE THE LORO:OF THE HAAR- 
VEST, THAT HE W/LL SEND FORTH LABOURERS /N- 
70 HIS HARVEST.% CMATT. 9/38.) 
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Such earnestness and ardor in getting 
needy folk to the Saviour should dwell 
in every Christian, but too often it is 
missing. Life’s chief purpose, after find- 
ing the Lord ourselves, should be to get 
others to Him. But we shall never do 
it unless we feel enough concern for the 
lost to work and persevere at getting 
them to Christ. Those who carried the 
paralytic were concerned encugh about 
him to do their utmost to put him in 
touch with the Lord. It meant climbing 
to the roof and laying aside the tiles to 
let him down where Jesus was, but this 
did not deter them. My friends in Japan 
have a great language barrier to sur- 
mount, but that does not turn them aside, 
because they long to bring to the Good 
Shepherd people scattered as sheep hav- 
ing no shepherd. Let us ask God to 
give us such Christlike compassion, con- 
cern, and willingness to work hard that 
we, too, may bring needy ones to the 
Shepherd of souls. If we are really 
concerned for such people, we shall pray 
and labor to bring them to the Saviour. 


Vancouver, B, C., Can, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be for- 
given thee” (Matt, 9:2).—The man’s ill- 
ness was evidently due to his sins. What 
begets despcndency in a patient more 
than the knowledge that his sinful in- 
dulgence was the direct cause of his 
suffering? 

When the Lord sees the faith of his 
friends—possibly the patient’s included 
—He strikes at the root of the matter, 
and says to the dejected man, “Son, be 
of good cheer.” Why should he be of 
good cheer; he has not as yet been 
healed? No! But his sins have been 
forgiven! Could he believe his ears? 
Was the Saviour removing the cause 
of the trouble? Exactly! Only that man 
could properly appreciate such “cheer” 
and “forgiveness.” 

A Christian gentleman was busy set- 
ting his home in order on the morning 
of the day he was to be executed by 
his persecutor. In the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, he said to those around him: “I 
am now ordering my affairs, and God is 
sealing my charter to a better inheri- 
tance, and just now saying to me, “Son, 
be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven 
thee.” After pleasantly dining with his 
friends, he retired a little. Upon his 
opening the door, a preacher asked: 
“What cheer, my friend?” He replied: 
“Good cheer, sir; the Lord hath again 
confirmed and said to me, ‘Thy sins be 
forgiven thee’!” 

“This man blasphemeth” (Matt, 9:3). 
—They hardly dared make this charge 
aloud—so they said it “within them- 
selves.” The word “man” is in italics 
in the text, and Mr. Spurgeon said the 
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scribes meant: “‘this upstart, this no- 
body, this strange being, who is so great 
that we fear him, so good that we hate 
him.’ They were blaspheming Him by 
their agnosticism, and yet these blas- 
phemers charged the Lord with blas- 
phemy.” 

Although the accusation was made 
silently, the Lord knew their inmost 
thoughts and asked, “Wherefore think 
ye evil in your hearts?” It was gross 
evil to think thus of Him. This ex- 
posure of their thoughts should have 
convinced them of His deity. Who but 
God knows our thoughts? 

At the “Question Hour” of a Bible 
conference, someone asked: “Does Satan 
know our thoughts?” The answer was: 
“Satan is not omniscient, and so we 
should say that he cannot know our 
thoughts, except as he knows what we 
are prone to by our words and actions. 
God only knows our thoughts and that 
even before we think them. But Satan 
is able to suggest thoughts, for we read, 
‘The devil having now put into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to be- 
tray him’ (John 13:2); but we should 
judge that that was made possible by 
the fact that Judas had harbored and 
cultivated covetous thoughts. The Devil 
can and does suggest ways by which 
evil thoughts that we may harbor may 
be carried into effect. Our safety lies 
in the mind being continually renewed 
by thoughts that the Holy Spirit will 
give from the Word, and it is in that 
way we Shall fulfill the exhortation of 
Philippians 4:8. 

“The Devil's ‘fiery darts’ (Eph. 6:16) 
are thoughts that he would shoot into 
the minds of those whom he cannot se- 
duce, probably infidel thoughts and 
questionings of God’s goodness. The 
shield of faith is our protection against 
these.” 


“The Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins” (Matt. 9:6).—It was just 
as easy for Him to say, “Thy sins be 
forgiven thee,” as it was to say, “Arise, 
and walk.” Being God manifest in flesh, 
He had authority to forgive sins and 
power to heal the afflicted. To demon- 
Strate that fact, He said both. 

An outbreaking sinner, after being 
saved, cried out under the sense of 
pardon and the comfort of the presence 
and favor of the Lord: “Oh, He is a 
great forgiver! He is a great forgiver!” 
And he added: “Now has perfect love 
cast out fear. I know God has nothing 
to lay against me, for Jesus Christ has 
paid it all; and all are free whom the 
Son makes free.” 

“But when he saw the multitudes, he 
was moved with compassion on them 

.” (Matt. 9:36).—It is said that the 
word “compassion” as used here implies 
“pain of love.” His great heart of love 
Saw the multitudes as sheep having no 
Shepherd. Crowds affect people differ- 
ently. Some they thrill, others they irri- 
tate; some they inspire, others they de- 
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press. They moved the Lord Jesus with 
deep, sincere compassion. 

It hurt and wounded His great heart 
to see men and wcmen acting as though 
this world were all that was worth liv- 
ing for. It cut Him to the quick to see 
humanity set in unbelief and rejection 
of His saving grace. His Gospel re- 
jected sent barbed arrows into His heart. 
He wept to see men choose their own 
misery. 

He commissioned us to pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send forth laborers 
into His harvest. Not often throughout 
the Gospels does the Lord name a defi- 
nite object for which we should pray; 
but this is cne of them, and it should 
not be overlooked. 

Said a minister to his young people, 
“IT want you to spend fifteen minutes 
every day praying for missions; but I 
warn you, it will be a very costly experi- 
ment.” “Costly?” they asked in surprise. 
“Yes, costly,” he answered. “When 
Carey began to pray for the evangeliza- 
tion of the heathen, it cost him him- 
self, and it cost those who prayed with 
him very much, Brainerd prayed for the 
dark-skinned savages, and after two 
years of blessed service, it cost him his 
life. Two students in Moody’s summer 
school began to pray for the Lord to 
send forth more laborers into His har- 
vest, and lo, it is going to cost our coun- 
try 5,000 young people, who have in an- 
swer to their prayer, given themselves 
to the work. You will find that you can- 
not pray for this work, but what it will 
cost you labor, money, or your life.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 

oe 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, palsy is a terrible dis- 
ease. It can affect any part of the 
body where nerves or muscles are in- 
volved. I have just been reading of a 
major league pitcher whose great ambi- 
tion was to pitch a “no hit, no run” 
game. In a recent game he held the 
opposing team hitless and runless up to 
the ninth inning, and going into that he 
struck out the first two batsmen who 
faced him. One more strike-out and his 
dream would be realized, but as he de- 
livered the ball a little muscle in his 
arm “went dead.” There was a blast 
at the plate and the ball went into the 
stands for a home run. That was a tragic 
disappointment to the pitcher, 

But palsy can do worse than that, 
for sometimes it attacks the whole body, 
and this must have been the case with 
the man who was brought to Jesus by his 
friends. Mark’s account of it (chap. 2: 
3-12) says there were four of these 
friends. They went to his house and 
picked him up with his bed, carried him 
to where the Lord Jesus Christ was 
speaking tc a crowd in a Capernaum 
home, and because of the crowd outside 
which prevented them from entering the 
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door, went on top of the house and let 
him down through the roof right into 
the presence of Jesus. And there the 
miracle. took place, 

Jesus looked with compassion upon 
the poor fellow lying on the floor before 
Him and said. “Son, be of good cheer; 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

Then when the scribes and Pharisees 
said (within their hearts) it was blas- 
phemy for Jesus to forgive sins, He, 
knowing their thoughts, said to them: 
“Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 
For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and 
walk? But that ye may know that the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





THE COMPASSION 





Ae 


+ 4#~-#) 





A JoYeus HOME Comin ¥ 














908 (12) 


Son of man hath power on earth to for- 
give sins, (then saith he to the sick of 
the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go unto thine house. And he arose, and 
departed to his house.” 

The most important thing in this epi- 
sode is that which Jesus the Great Physi- 
cian recognized instantly as most im- 
portant when the palsied man laybe- 
fore Him. “Son, . . . thy sins be for- 
given thee,” He said. He had never met 
Jesus before in the forgiveness of his 
sins. He had spiritual palsy. He was 
a sinner who had never known Jesus 
Christ, and that was far worse than 
palsy of the flesh. This man probably 
had a family. Jesus told him to go back 
to his house. If he had a family, it was 
bad enough for him to be a hopeless in- 
valid; but it was desperately worse for 
that family to have a head of the house 
who was “dead in sins.” In God’s de- 
sign for the family, the husband and 
father is the priest of the home, the 
director of its spiritual program. If 
that man has never known Jesus in the 
forgiveness of his sins, the home is like 
a ship without a pilot. 

Fellows, make up ycur mind right now 
that the home you will be permitted to 
establish some day will be a Chris- 
tian home with a Christian father 
at the helm. If up to this time you 
have not known Jesus Christ in the 
forgiveness of your sins, make your sur- 
render to Him right now. Do not delay; 
the longer you wait, the less likely you 
are to do it at all. That is the only way 
to secure your personal safety against 
spiritual palsy and to qualify for the 
high task of Christian service—which is 
the only place of contentment and true 
happiness. It also qualifies you for what 
may come later: your privilege and re- 
sponsibility as the head of a home, 


Fontana Dam, N. C, 
y 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

A Missionary’s Concern.—When he 
saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because _ they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd (Matt. 9:36, 
Golden Text). Jesus saw the multitudes, 
He saw their lost condition, their help- 
lessness. He saw the destiny to which 
they were going, and his heart was 
moved with compassion. One day back 
in the hills of Kentucky with a brother 
preacher, I visited a number of coal 
camps. In this particular county there 


are about seventy such centers. As we 
drove along the “creek bed” road, my 
friend would point to the vast spaces 
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between the hills and estimate the num- 
ber of unsaved who dwelt there. For 
example, he said of one such place, 
“There are three thousand lost souls up 
that hollow.” The number varied irom 
fifteen hundred to five thousand. Regard- 
less of the number, there was a quiver 
on his lip and tears were in his eyes. 
I could almost feel his heart thro}: like 
that of the Master as He wept over Jeru- 
salem. We need more people whose 
hearts will be stirred when they see the 
crowds. New Testament evangelism 
calls for winning the crowds. It was so 
on the day of Pentecost. It is so, today. 
So many of us lack vision and -power. 
Without the Holy Spirit’s presence and 
power we can do nothing. 
Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all thy quickening powers; 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours. 
—Isaac ' Watts. 

—From C. C. Warren, in Open Windows. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn, 


Beyond Recall.—Thy sins be forgiven 
thee (Matt. 9:2). In a Scottish village 
lived a doctor noted for his skill and 
piety. After his death when his books 
were examined, several accounts had 
written across them in red ink, “For- 
given—too poor to pay.” His wife, who 
was of a different disposition, said, 
“These accounts must be paid.” She 
therefore sued for the money. The judge 
said, “Is that your husband’s handwrit- 
ing in red?” She replied that it was. 
“Then,” said the judge, “there is not a 
tribunal in the land that can obtain 
the money where he had written ‘For- 
given.’” So when Christ says, “Thy 
sins be forgiven thee,” we are released 
from our spiritual debts—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Salvation.—But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins (Matt. 9:6). Longfellow 
could take a worthless sheet of paper, 
write a poem on it, and make it worth 
$6,000—that is genius. Rockefeller can 
sign his name to a piece of paper, and 
make it worth millions—that is capital. 
Uncle Sam can take gold, stamp an 
eagle on it, and make it worth $20— 
that is money. A mechanic can take 
material worth $5, and make an article 
worth $50—that is skill. An artist can 
take a 50-cent piece of canvas, paint a 
picture on it, and make it worth $1,000 
—that is art. But God can take a worth- 
less, sinful life, wash it in the blood of 
Christ, put his Spirit in it, and make it 
a blessing to humanity—that is salvation. 
—From the Bible Friend. Sent by Mrs. 
Herman L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


In Just the Same Way.—And he saith 
unto him, Follow me. And he arose, 
and followed him (Matt. 9:9). During 
a religious awakening in a factory vil- 
lage in New England, a foreman was 
awakened, but could not find peace, His 
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superior sent him a letter, requesting 
him to call at six o’clock. Promptly he 
came. “I see you believe me,” said his 
master. The foreman assented. “Well, 
see—here is another letter sending for 
you by One equally in earnest,” said 
the employer, holding up a slip of paper 
with some texts of Scripture written 
on it. He took the paper and began to 
read, slowly, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour ...” His lips quivered, his eyes 
filled with tears, then he stood for a few 
moments, not knowing what to do. At 
length he inquired, “Am I just to believe 
that in the same way I believed your 
letter?” “Just in the same manner,” re- 
joined the master. This expedient was 
owned of God in setting him at liberty. 
—From the Moody Church News. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


His Co-Partner—And Jesus went 
about all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom (Matt. 9:35). A 
truck driver drove threugh our town 
with a sign fastened across the front 
bumper of his truck. It was a sign 
printed in neat, clear letters, and read, 
“God is my co-partner.” He never brag- 
ged or made any reference to it unless 
people asked him questions or com- 
mented about the sign. Then he would 
testify that Jesus Christ had saved him 
from a sinful life and he was living for 
Him in his daily life. One day he 
pulled in to a filling station and bought 
gas and oil. Several bystanders jeered 
at the sign. “Doesn’t mean a thing,” 
one of them said to his fellow men. 
“How do you know?” asked the station 
proprietor. He then stepped aside and 
whispered to the skeptical man, “I'll 
take a chance on this quarter and prove 
to you it means something. I'll give 
him a quarter too much change, and 
we'll see what happens.” He handed 
the truck driver his change. The driver 
glanced at the register on the gas tank 
and then at his change. Then with a 
smile he said, “My Co-partner won't 
let me keep this quarter.” The skepti- 
cal bystander walked away in deep 
thought. He recalled a Scripture he had 
heard when he was a boy in Sunday 
school: “And Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages . . preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom.”—From Ade- 
laide Blanton, New Albany, Ind. 


“He Sat Down by My Side.”—He was 
moved with compassion on them (Matt. 
9:36). A criminal under sentence was 
awaiting the execution. A minister at- 
tended him, but all efforts to lead him to 
repentance proved unavailing. Going 
home, the minister met a man who was 
known for his faith and good works. 
The conversation turned to the criminal 
and the minister asked his friend to go 
see him. He did so, and sitting down 
beside him took one of his hands in his, 
and said with much fervor and simplic- 
ity, “Wasn’t it great love in God to send 
His Son into the world to die for sinners 
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Lesson for November 9 


like you and me?” The fountain of the 
man’s heart was broken and he wept bit- 
ter tears. Afterward he said, “When the 
minister talked to me it seemed that he 
was standing way above me, but when 
the good man came in and sat down by 
my side and classed himself with me, 
I could not stand it any longer.”—From 


Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, 
N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Who Is Delaying?—The labourers are 
few (Matt. 9:37). 


Labourers wanted! The ripening grain 
Waits to welcome the harvester’s cry; 

The Lord of the harvest calls again. 
Who among us shall first reply, 
“Who is wanted, Lord? Is it I?” 


The Master calls, but the servants wait; 
Fields gleam white ‘mid a cloudless sky; 
Will none seize the sickle before, too late, 
Wind of winter come sweeping by? 
Who is delaying? Is it I? 
—From an 1890 scrapbook. 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Sent by 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


CONCERN FOR OTHERS 
ATERIALS needed: pattern of sheaf 


of wheat, yellow paper, brown 
crayons, scissors, paste, pencils, and 
notebooks. 
Last week we talked about the five 
different miracles the Lord Jesus per- 


formed, which are reccrded in Matthew 
8. Each one brought out some teaching 
concerning sin and some truth about the 
Lord Jesus. 

Matthew 9 tells of five more miracles 
performed by Christ, every one a mir- 


acle of healing. Our lesson today is 
called, “Concern for Others.” As we 
read the five stories in Matthew 9, let 


us notice the infinite 
Lord Jesus Christ, and see if 
selves, cannot 
about others 

Read Matthew 9: 1-8 
also read of a palsied man healed by 
the Lord Jesus. Who he? (The 
centurion’s servant.) Right, and you re- 
member that the centurion cared so 
much for his sick servant that he went 
to Jesus to ask His help for the man. 

The palsied man in this chapter also 
had friends who were concerned about 
him. What did they do for him? (They 
brought him to Jesus.) A palsied man 
could do nothing to help himself. Our 
unsaved friends are under the power of 
Sin and cannot save themselves, Neither 
can we save them, but we can care 
enough about them to go to the Lord on 
their behalf, as the centurion did for 
his servant, and we can try to bring 
them to Jesus, as the friends of this 
man did. 

Three things in this story show the 
compassion of Jesus: (1) What He said 
to the sick (2) What He did for 


compassion of the 
we, our- 
become more concerned 
In Matthew 8 we 


was 


man, 
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the man’s soul, (3) What He did for the 


man’s body. Let us list these three 
things: (Jesus said, “Be of good cheer"; 


He forgave his sins; He healed his body.) 
Yes, the Lord Jesus showed His com- 
passion by both His words and His deeds, 

We noticed last week that palsy illus- 
trates the helplessness of the sinner. 
The next accounts we read in this chap- 
ter bring out the fact that sin is incur- 
able. Two stories are woven together, 
one ebout a woman with an incurable 
disease, and the other about a little girl 
who had already died. Read verses 18- 
25. As we read these two miracles, watch 
for things that show the compassion of 
Jesus, (He went with Jairus as soon 
as he asked Him to. He said, “Be of 
good comfort,” to the woman who 
touched Him. He raised Jairus’ daugh- 
ter from the dead.) Correct. From Mark 
5: 25-34 we learn that this poor woman 
had spent all her money trying to get 
healed, but she could not be cured by 
anyone but the Lord. There are people 
in the world today who spend money 
trying to get cured of sin. Some give 
to good causes, some give to a church, 
but all of them will die in their sins 
unless they come personally to the Sav- 
iour. 

Next we come to a brief story about 
two blind men in verses 27-30 The 
Lord tested their faith, waiting till they 
had confessed their faith in Him be- 
fore He healed them. It was genuine 
faith evidently, for when He said, “Ac- 
cording to ycur faith be it unto you,” 
they were healed. The Lord Jesus never 
disappointed any person who came to 
Him. 

This story reminds us of the blindness 
of sin. Sin blinds men’s eyes so that 
they cannot see the issues of eternity. 
They think it is more important tc gather 
possessions in this passing world than 
to earn the eternal rewards that the 
Lord gives, which can be enjoyed for- 
ever. 

The last story in this chapter is about 
a dumb man. Read verses 32 and 33. 
God created man to praise Him, but sin 
silences that praise. There is no re- 
sponse to God in the human heart till 
the Lord Jesus cleanses the sinner from 
his sins. Are you able to praise the 
Lord this morning, or is sin keeping you 
dumb? 

Verse 35 gives a wonderful summary 
of the earthly ministry of Jesus. He 
went about all the cities and villages. 
He taught and preached and healed. 
Notice that He healed every sickness 
and every disease. No other physician 
has a record like that. The Lord Jesus 


never lost a case. No matter what is 
wrong with us this morning, He can 
make us right. We may be weak or 


blind or dumb, even dead in sin, but if 
we only come to Him, He will receive 
us and meet our need. 

Read verse 36 and see how Jesus was 
moved with compassion when He saw 
the need of the multitude. 


They did 
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Wholesale Photographic Supplies 


of all kinds for churches, pastors, missionaries, and 
others in the Lord’s work. Christian owned com- 
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not have to appeal to Him to arouse 
His sympathy. Just seeing their need 
was sufficient. The Lord wants us to 
be like that. All around us are people 


who should arouse our ccnecern. Many 
do not know that they are lost, and 
do not appeal to us to help them. But 


they are lost, and we should take time 
to think cf them, to see their need, and 
to pray for them. The Lord likens this 
earth to a great harvest field where 
there are insufficient laborers. Some 
of the people you and I meet every day 
might come to Jesus if we took time. to 
pray for them and really tried to bring 
them to Him. There are people all over 
the world in the same condition. I do 
not say they would all be saved, but 
there are those who would come if they 
only knew what we know. Therefore, 
we should pray that the Lord will send 
forth laborers into His harvest. And 
how blessed to be numbered among 
those laborers ourselves! 

Let us pray that we may realize some- 
thing of the awfulness of being without 
Christ, so that we may care more about 
those who are lost, and do more toward 
getting the Gospel to them. The harvest 
time is almost past! 

Today we are going to put a couple of 
sheaves of wheat into our notebooks to 
remind us of Matthew 9. Write “Mat- 
thew 9” on the top line, underneath that 
write, “Five More Healing Miracles,” 
then below that, “Concern for Others.” 
Then make two sheaves‘out of the yel- 
low paper, using the brown crayon to 
suggest the individual stalks in the 
sheaves. After you have pasted these 
in your notebooks, copy underneath, 
“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest” (Matt. 9:38). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
The Great Helper (Matt, 9:1-8) 

HE King went about His Kingdom, 

helping His people. Here is one with 
leprosy, kneeling (picture). What did 
the Lord do for him? Here is an army 
officer who wanted his slave boy healed 
(picture). What did the Lord do for 
him? Here is a lady, sick abed (picture). 
Who is she? What did the Lord do for 
her? Here are His disciples almost ship- 
wrecked (picture). What did He do for 
them? Here are two crazy, devil-run 
men (picture). What did the Lord do for 
them? (If you do not have pictures of 
these specific scenes, you can find some 
individuals who can represent them. Put 
some pigs in the background of the last 
one, to be suggestive.) 

How many different kinds of sick- 
nesses there are! Bodies get sick with 
leprosy, palsy, fever, pclio, measles, 
colds. Heads get sick, and then people 
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do crazy things like cutting themselves, 
and fiercely hurting others. Hearts get 
sick with wrong stories, disobedience, 
quarrels, and fights. Can the Lord Jesus 
cure them all? Leprosy, palsy, fever 
left at His word or the touch of His 
hand. Polio, measles, colds are helped 
by His answers to prayers, as well as 
the doctors, nurses, hospitals, and medi- 
cines He has given us, and the little 
fighting things He put inside us that kill 
germs and poisons (white corpuscles 
and antitoxins). He made the crazy- 
acting men all right long ago. Last 
spring He made a schoolboy who lost 
his right mind and had to be put in a 
mental hospital, well again. Some be- 
lieved and prayed that what the Lord 
did for a Bible boy long ago (the boy 
at the foot of the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion) He would do for this boy. And 
He did. (What a joy it was to hear him, 
who three weeks before was So irra- 
tional that the only lucid response was 
when we spoke of the Lord and prayed, 
singing with his schoolmates for his 
graduation program, “Everything’s all 
right in my Father’s House”’!) 

How many sick hearts there are, sick 
with sin! Ordinary doctors cannot help 
them. Medicines cannot help them. So 
the lies keep on coming, there are saucy 
words, and boys and girls disobey. Soon 
that heart will die and never, never 
be happy again. There was a man who 
had the palsy—paralyzed, couldn’t move 
—his body was almost dead. He knew 
the Lord could make that body well. 
But he had another sickness—sin in the 
heart, a guilty conscience—that was al- 
most dead, too. What about that? The 
sick man had four good friends to help 
him. How did they get him to Jesus? 
(Luke 5:19.) The Lord looked into those 
sick, worried eyes. “Cheer up, son, your 
sins are forgiven.” “But,” wondered the 
folks around who didn’t know Jesus was 
anything more than an ordinary man, 
“what right has He to forgive sins? Only 
God can do that.” The Lord knew their 
thouvhts. Of course, nobody could see 
whether the man’s sins were gone or 
not. So Jesus proved He could take care 
of the sins by showing what He could 
do for the body—only God could do 
either—“Get up,” He said, “take your 
couch, and go home.” Joyfully the man 
obeyed, body well, heart happy. As the 
people crowded over to let him out to 
go home, they were so surprised! This 
wonderful man could forgive sins, too! 

The Lord has not promised always to 
cure sick bodies. But He has promised 
always to cure sick hearts, when we 
confess our sin and ask Him. “Thou, 
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive: 
and plenteous in mercy unto all them 
that call upon thee” (Psa. 86:5, Memory 
Verse). You'll see His goodness and 
mercy in other Matthew 9 stories this 
week. Give each pupil an outline to 
take home to stimulate reading: (1) A 
sick man with a guilty conscience (vs. 
1-8). (2) A cheating tax collector (vs. 
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9-13). (3) Things are different because 
Jesus is here (vs. 14-17). (4) A dead 
girl and a sick woman (vs, 18-26). (5) 
Two blind men (vs. 27-31). (6) A dumb 
man (vs. 32-34). (7) More helpers 
needed (vs. 35-38). Does your heart 
need curing, too? Bring it to the Lord 
Jesus, 
OroNO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ECAUSE we do not know the little 

girl’s real name, let’s call her Mary. 
She likes to play the same games that 
you girls play and do the same things 
that you girls do, though she may be 
_ just a little bit older than you are, 

Mary had heard about missions and 
about missionaries. She knew that there 
were thousands and thousands of boys 
and girlsk—and men and women, too— 
who had never even heard the name of 
the dear Lord Jesus. She knew that 
very well indeed. And Mary felt sorry 
for all of those people who live all 
around the world. She wished she could 
do something about it. She could, per- 
haps, be a missionary when she grew 
up, but that would be a long, long time 
away. What could she do now? 

Then one day Mary learned that she 
herself could be a very big help in tell- 
ing people in faraway lands about the 
Lord Jesus, if she would put some of 
her spending money in a missionary 
bank. Mary was delighted. She thought 
of all the ice cream cones that she had. 
She could certainly go without one of 
them once in a while and put her money 
in the missionary bank. She remem- 
bered that very, very often she had 
candy, and she could certainly go with- 
cut some of that and put that money 
in her missionary bank. Yes, Mary was 
really going to see to it that other boys 
and girls heard about the Lord Jesus. 
So she got her missionary bank, 

Not very much later Mary had some 
candy money. Of course she thought of 
her missionary bank and she thought, 
too, about the children far away who 
worshiped gods of wood and stone, be- 
cause they did not know the true and 
living God. But Mary looked at her 
money and thought of how much she 
would enjoy some candy, and then she 
decided that next time she’d give her 
candy money to missions. The next 
time she thought she would wait until 
the next time. Poor Mary! She kept 
putting it off and putting it off and put- 
ting it off. 

Then one day Mary received a letter 
from the missionary grcup, saying that 
it was time for her to send her mission- 
ary bank money. She picked up her 
bank and shook it hard, but there was 
not a sound in it. Poor Mary! There 
was nothing she could do but write a 
letter. This is what she wrcte: 
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Dear Sir, 

I am very sorry that I have not saved 
any money for the Lord. I will send 
my bank as soon as possible. I am 
very sorry, but as soon as I got money 
I would spend it on candy. I was very 
foolish. 

Mary was a sorry little girl. But 
what makes it even worse is that she 
had not been at all like the Lord Jesus. 
When He was here on earth and saw 
hundreds and hundreds of people who 
knew nothing of God’s love, the Bible 
tells us that He was “moved with com- 
passion.” That is, He felt dreadfully 
sorry for them and wanted to do every- 
thing He could for them. We can never 
in all this world know how many things 
He went without so that He could do 
the will of His Father in Heaven. 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said 
that we should pray that God will send 
out many missionaries, for, He said, 
there are many people who would be 
ready to receive Him as their Saviour, 
if only someone would tell them about 
Him. Right now we are going to pray 
that God will send many, many mission- 
aries to those people who do not know 
Him. And it would be fine if every boy 
and girl here would be very wise, and 
promise to save some candy money this 
week and bring it next Sunday for 
missions. 

Among Us Teachers: At a Sunday 
school association conference a few 
years ago, the writer took a survey of 
those attending. There were approxi- 
mately 200. It was found that about 50 
per cent of that group had not had either 
a missionary speaker or a missionary 
lesson during the preceding six months. 
Missions should be an integral part of 
every Sunday school. Some excellent 
missionary lessons — informative and 
thrilling—can be obtained from Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, 77 W. Washington 
St., Chicago 2. “Bambi and the Witch” 
(Africa), $1.50; “Just a Rice Eater” 
(India), 50c; “River Boy” (China), $2. 
These are serial stories, and each can 
be used for a period of eight weeks or 
more. These lessons make missions live! 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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A UNIQUE CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
J. E. RUSSELL’S 
1953 
CARTOON CALENDAR IN COLORS 


10 in. x 15 in. 


Featuring 12 of Mr. Russell's devotional cartoons— 
one for each month of the New Year. 

Between the cartoon and the calendar there is suffi- 
cient space for the name of your church or organiza- 
tion, or any message you desire. Thiscan be done 
by your local printer. 

AN APPROPRIATE CHRISTMAS GIFT for the pastor 
to mail to his people, Sunday school teachers send 
to their pupils, or the individual gift to friends. 
While the supply lasts, single calendars or reasonable 
quantities sent free to any address. Supported by 
voluntary offerings. Address: 


J. E. RUSSELL, 945 Burton Avenue, Cincinnati 29, Ohie 
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$3.92 
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mas carols $3.92 


P Chimes ot Christmas Time (Organ 
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Order from your local bookstore of 
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220 E. Willow, Wheaton, Ill, 
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A New Scripture Booklet 


“WHAT FEARS TROUBLE YOU?” 


An attractive 24-page booklet 4% in. x 6 in., 


This booklet has been designed, in consultation with Christian doctors and 
psychiatrists, to present and solve the problems of fear and worry. 
Word of God shows us “God’s Provision” and how we can get right with Him, 
and obtain “Peace with God” and finally, by faith, receive “The Peace of God.” 


AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 905) 


1. The deliverance of the demoniacs 
(Matt. 8: 28-34). 


2. He had made it His center of opera- 
tion for His Galilean ministry, 


3. The faith of the paralytic and of 
those who brought him. 


4. No man has ever been forgiven 
apart from the exercise of personal faith, 


5. The assumption of divine preroga- 
tives. 


6. No one could judge the validity of 
the words, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” 
but everybody could see whether or not 
the command, “Arise, and walk,” was 
obeyed. 


7. (1) His deity, which alone gives 
Him the right to exercise divine prero- 
gatives; (2) His atoning work, the sole 
and sufficient basis of all forgiveness. 


8. Those previously called were from 
a simple but honorable occupation (fish- 
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Bradenton, Florida tiful duplex. Centrally 
located. 3rooms. Tile bath. All-electric kitchen. 
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Vue, Bradenton, Florida. 
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rectly from growers. 
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264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 
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ing), while Matthew was from a very 
lucrative but despised occupation (tax- 


- gathering). 


9. Teaching, preaching, healing (v, 35). 


10. Prayer (v. 38). 


ELMHuvrRST, ILL, 
+ 


Comments on the Editorial 
on John 8:1-11 
(Continued from second page) 


of Dr. David Brown, who wrote in the 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown commen- 
tary: “This whole narrative is want- 
ing in some of the earliest and most 
valuable mss., and thcse which have 
it vary to some extent. The internal 
evidence in its favor is almost over- 
powering. It is easy to account for its 
omission, though genuine; but if nct 
so, it is next to impossible to account 
for its insertion.” . —A Maryland 
reader. 


In two recent issues of THE SUNDAY 
ScxHoot Times (Sept. 20 and Sept. 27) we 
note—in the first one mentioned— that 
you carry a rather large advertisement 
of the new Williams Testament. Er- 
nest Gcerdon. whose deep understand- 
ing of the Holy Word we all appre- 
ciate, has an editorial in the issue of 
September 27 exposing a few of the 
misquotations injected in the new 
Bible and Mr. Williams’ New Testa- 
ment... 

We wondered why the Times would 
aid in placing before the public the ac- 
cept>nce of ads for either of these 
Bibles, cne on page 803 of September 
20, I note as I am writing.—A Lousiana 
reader, 

Your editorial of September 27th by 
beloved Ernest Gordon was a bless- 
ing—the one referring to John 8:1 
to 11. No other portion of God's 
Word is more precious to my eyes 
than this, and I am constrained to pass 
along proofs of inspiration that lie 
within its precious story, [Here the 
writer took up the passage verse by 
verse, drawing many good lessons 
from it.] 

Thank you for defending such a por- 
tion as Feing the inspired Word of God! 
—A Philadelnhia reader. 

Since Mr. Gorcon has a_ thorough 
knowledge of New Testament Greek, 
and has for more than half a century 
been a careful student of the Bible as 
the Word of God, the Editors believe it 
was proper to publish his opinion of a 
disputed passage of Scripture. They 
were all well aware that some would dis- 
agree with him. 

The fact that Mr. Gerdon’s editorial 
criticized Dr. Williams at only one point, 
that is, for omitting John 8:1-11, does 
not mean that the Editors think the 
translation untrustworthy. The Editors 
are glad to recommend it as a soundly 
evangelical translation of the New Tes- 
tament in Modern English. The TrmMes 
published a favorable review of it by 
Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., in its issue 
of March 11, 1950. 

Critical reviews of the new Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible by Dr. 
G. Douglas Young and Dr. Buswell 
will be found in this issue and the next. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service. 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3. please include 10 cents addi- 
tional: and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





The Greater Life and Work of Christ. 
By Alexander Patterson, (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3.50.) The significance of 
the title of this work is seen at once, 
when reference is made to its table of 
contents. Not the usual biography of 
Christ based on the Gospel records 
solely, it is a study of His person and 
work as revealed in all the Scriptures, 
and it includes extensive treatment of 
such basic truths as, “Christ in the Eter- 
nal Past,” “Christ in Creation,” “Christ 
in the Old Testament Age,” “Christ in 
His Earthly Life,” “Christ in His Present 
State and Work,” “Christ in the Day 
of the Lord,” and “Christ in the Eternal 
Future.” Here, in a reprint edition, is 
one of those old works that is charac- 
terized by thoroughness, comprehensive- 
ness, scholarship, and spirituality. It is 
unique in its field and well deserves re- 
publishing. Every Christian student 
ought to have access to it. There is, 
however, a word of caution that needs 
to be spoken regarding several ideas in 
its pages. The publishers of this new 
edition, aware of that need, have wisely 
quoted Dr. Wilbur M. Smith’s comments 
in this connection. For example, the 
author believed that Christ, all during 
His ministry, suffered from a serious dis- 
ease; that the Saviour had temptation 
from within as well as from without; 
and, that it is doubtful that at the age 
of twelve Christ knew of His divinity. 
These, and some questionable statements 
abcut God’s plan of creation, do not, 
however, take up too much space in the 
book. It is, therefore, a volume that is 
literally full of stimulating, helpful dis- 
cussions. 


Great Missionaries to India. By J. 
Theodore Mueller. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) After 
two introductcry chapters on the re- 
ligions of India, Dr. Mueller brings to- 
gether eighteen heroic life stories of 
men who have built the church of Jesus 
Christ in that pitiable land. He begins 
with Bartholomew Ziegenbalg, India’s 
first Protestant missionary, Christian 
Schwartz, and the well-known William 
Carey, all three having sailed in the 
1700’s. The following century brings in 
Henry Martyn, whose piety is even yet 
as the very fragrance of Christ, and his 
contemporary, the hymn-wxlting Regi- 
nald Heber. Gordon Hall and his col- 
leagues stand next in line, being the 
first sent to India by an American board, 
For though Adoniram Judson and his 
party had sailed slightly earlier, it was 
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Lesson for November 9 


Burma and not India which became their 
field. 

John Scudder, who embarked in 1819, 
holds the honor of being India’s first 
medical missionary, and his thirty-six 
years of devotion were such as put iron 
into the blood of children and grand- 
children who fcllowed in his steps. Al- 
exander Duff also holds a large place, 
since he was the first to promote a 
higher education that was Christian. 
Less known, but not less consecrated, 
were Charles Rhenius; Samuel Hebich: 
the three John’s—Wilson, Anderson, and 
Heyer; the Jewish missionary, Isador 
Lcewenthal; and Skrefsrud, a Scandi- 
navian, Later one meets Sadhu Sundar 
Singh. Two other nationals, Pandita 
Ramabai and Bishop Azariah, complete 
the roster. 

Dr, Mueller shows how these were all 
adventurers for God, many of them mar- 
tyrs as well, their lives cut tragically 
short, but their witness going on and on 
until its challenge reaches even to this 
day. 


God’s Word in Man’s Language. By 
Eugene A. Nida. (Harper and Bros., New 
York 16; $2.50.) Nothing this reviewer 
can say will overemphasize the impor- 
tance of securing this bcok. It is of 
medium size—191 pages—but it is a 
giant nonetheless. There is nothing else 
quite like it. It has history, biography, 
drama, missionary tales, word studies; 
but it is none of these. Rather, these 
strands are interwoven in a _ tapestry 
thrilling beyond words to the eyes of 
the heart. There is laughter, and there 
are tears. It is a fund of infcrmation 
both inspiring and instructive. Through 
it God’s men from apostolic times on 
down through the centuries to today, 
appear in a panoramic story of how 
God’s Word has been made to live in 
more than a thousand tongues. Familiar 
verses and great themes already precious 
to the believer, in these tongues, as 
ample illustrations show, take on new 
luster. All whc add this book to their 
libraries will have acquired a treasure 
that will be opened again and again and 
again to delight and enrich the reader. 


The Hand That Guided. The story of 
1951. Edited by Anne Hazelton. (China 
Inland Mission, Phil-delphia 44: 35 cents, 
three for $1.) That heavenly mixture 
of the natural with the supernatural, so 
often found in the Holy Scriptures, is 
very evident in the history of the China 
Inland Mission during 1951. That great 
excdus of over six hundred missionaries 
and associates from the land of China 
was a miracle of God's overruling provi- 
dence, and this brochure of only seventy 
Pages gives eloquent testimony to the 
grace of God which was demcnstrated 
as so sufficient in the lives and the de- 
liverances of these missionaries. It is 
a thrilling story, a real incentive to 
faith, and a stimulant to intercession. 
Any person interested in missions of the 
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Far East and the new doors of oppor- 
tunity in Japan, Thailand, and the Philip- 
pines, should study this great little book, 


The Life of St. Paul in the Words of 
Scripture. Compiled by Fred Mitchell. 
(Scripture Gift Mission, London; may be 
had from China Inland Mission, 237 
W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44; or 150 
St. George St., Toronto 5, Ont., Can., 30 
cents.) In the actual words of the Acts 
and the Epistles, Mr. Mitchell presents 
the complete New Testament record of 
the Apostle Paul’s life and work. The 
compiler, who is home director for Great 
Britain of the China Inland Mission 
and chairman of the Keswick Conven- 
tion, has thus prepared a valuable hand- 
book on the labors of the first great mis- 
sionary for all Bible students and 
teachers. 

The booklet is of pocket size, has 
eighty-five pages, and is divided into 
thirteen sections, which in turn are sub- 
divided by helpful titles. For instance, 
the first section relates to Paul’s life be- 
fore conversion, and gives the full Bible 
text, with references, concerning his 
tribe, father and mother, relatives, Ro- 
man citizenship, trade, training, perse- 
cution of Christians, and his knowledge 
of languages. Mr. Mitchell's speaking 
and writing are always characterized by 
order and clarity, and these mark his 
presentation of the life of Paul. There 
are sections on Paul’s conversion, mis- 
sicnary journeys, visits to Jerusalem, 
Cesarea, Rome, and his imprisonment. 
There are helpful notes supplied by the 
compiler, as for example, “Here Paul 
wrote 1 and 2 Thessalonians,” interpo- 
lated in the “Second missionary jour- 
ney.” There are three maps, showing 
the three missionary journeys. 

This bocklet will be useful not only 
for Sunday school and Bible school 
teachers. and pastors, but provides profit- 
able reading for time spent in travel 
or in the study. 
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A WORLD TOUR WITH JESUS 
by Ilse L. Schlaitzer 
Children love these thrilling continued stories 
(each in 3 parts) about boys and girls in other 
lands. Aspiritual lesson in each chapter. 1.75 
BIBLE PUZZLE BOOK 
by Stella M. Rudy= Hove fun work- 
ing these new Bible crossword puzzles. 65¢ 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1517 North Third St. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 
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GET THE STARTLING, RE- 
VEALING, INSIDE FACTS... 
on conditions among 
Jewish people abroad — 
read Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus’ 
first-hand report on conditions in Europe 
and Israel in the November issue 


of THE EVERLASTING NATION. 


DR. GARTENHAUS, for 30 years a 
recognized leader in Jewish missions, is 
just back from an extensive tour of 
Jewish mission fields in Europe and Israel. 
He knows the people, the field, the need — 
don't miss this informative report! 
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Gospel ministry of The 
International Board of 
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uting the Bible throughout the world. For full de- 
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blic. My conversion to Christ. Repudiation of Rom- 
anism. Persecuted and Threatened. Haled to Court 
by Priest, etc. 7 chapters, 14pictures. Order from 

M. J. ANZALONE, Box 54, Niagara Sq. Sta., Buffalo, N.Y. 
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Popular “Little Red GoSpel of 
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Printed on good paper, round 
corners, red bristol cover. 33%4x5% 
in. 100 copies $4.50. Dept. $ 761 
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Sowers Gospel of John 
Looks familiar but is different. Simple helps for 
seekers. Used in Billy Graham meetings. 
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The Book of Daniel 

Exposition by W. C. Stevens. Used by many 

schools. World events invite a restudy of this 

prophecy. Recommended by Dr. James M. Gray. 
224 pages cloth Price $2.00 


Bible Basis of Missions 
By R. H. Glover, M. D. A dynamic urge to en- 
ter missionary doors of service before they close 
forever. 208 pages cloth Price $2.50 
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The Night Watch. Adventure with 
Rembrandt. By Isabelle Lawrence. 
Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 5; $2.75.) 
A colorful picture is painted here of 
life in Holland in 1641, the plot being 
laid in the home of the great painter 
Rembrandt. There is good description 
of the day of the first freeze, when the 
frozen canals are declared safe for skat- 
ing and the whole populace turns out 
to celebrate. There are holidays, and a 
typical wedding, with all its attendant 
festivities. The story abounds in lively 
adventures of Dutch boys and girls, sev- 
eral of whom make their home with 
their teacher Rembrandt and his kind 
and lovely wife. Several mysteries run 
through the book, and _ interesting 
glimpses are given of scme of the char- 
acteristics of the great Dutch painter 
and his work. 


Summer in Their Eyes. By Ethel Todd 
Anderson, (John C. Winston Co., Phila- 
delphia 7; $2.50.) Barbara Dufrayne and 
her brother Scott had been invited to 
spend their summer vacation on Uncle 
Jim’s wonderful ranch in Colorado, but 
they had to earn the money to reach 
there, and this is the principal theme 
of the book. An unusual touch is given 
in the pleasing portrayal of some char- 
acteristics of the Amish in Pennsylvania. 
In sharp contrast is the pleasure-mad 
girl who desires to become a professional 
entertainer and who succeeds in winning 
the attentions of the rich playboy of 
the school. It is a,story of life in a 
college town high school, with all its 
friendships, rivalries, dances, and other 
social affairs. The Dufrayne family is 
happy, wholesome, and purposeful, but 
the career of the gay pleasure-seekers 
ends in a tragic accident. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 9 


This Is Africa! 
(Acts 16:6-10; John 3:18-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HREE times as large as Europe, more 

than three times as large as the 
United States, half again as large as 
either North or South America, the con- 
tinent of Africa covers some 12,000,000 
square miles, or nearly one fourth of 
the land area of the world. In this vast 
continent live approximately 160,000,000 
people, a comparatively sparse popu- 
lation. 

$e 


Exact figures are difficult to obtain, but 
it has been estimated by reliable author- 
ities that more than half of the popu- 
is pagan, 


lation one third is Moham- 


October 25, 1952 


medan, and the remaining one sixth 
includes the Abyssinian, Coptic, Roman 
Catholic, and Protestant churches. Af- 
rica’s almost limitless natural resources 
have made her the scene of some of the 
white man’s most ruthless and vile ex- 
ploitation. Rubber, rich mineral de- 
posits, hard woods, ivory, and even hu- 
man lives have been wrenched from her 
by man’s insatiable cupidity. This has 
created one of the greatest obstacles 
missionaries have had to face as they 
have sought to carry the Gospel to the 
African people. 


oye 


Another great obstacle has been the 
indescribably evil and superstitious be- 
liefs and practices of the pagan inhabi- 
tants. The native religions are animistic 
or fetishistic. Every object is inhabited 
by evil spirits that must be propitiated 
or from whem the individual must be 
protected by charms or fetishes. Some 
have heard of a good Creator, but He is 
not worshiped because He is not feared 
Witchcraft and fiendish witch doctors are 
rampant. In some cases human sacrifice 
is practiced, and cannibalism exists in 
remcte regions. 


Ope 
¥* 


As always, disease and filth are the 
bedfellows of heathendom and supersti- 
tion. Here is another obstacle to the 
spread of the Gospel in the hazards pre- 
sented to missionaries who would live 
among these people. Yet, at the same 
time, the pitiful suffering presents a 
marvelous opportunity for the medical 
missionary who brings in many cases the 
only hope and relief thousands of natives 
ever know physically, and through whom 
confidence is established and _ oppor- 
tunities given to tell of the One who 
can heal the sickness and disease of 
the soul. 

sé 

Add to all these 
mendous burden of some 800 distinct 
languages and dialects, only some 350 
of which have been reduced to writing, 
and a faint conception will be had of the 
enormous task that has confronted the 
Christian church in making Christ 
known in the Dark Continent. Great 
strides have been made, but there is so 
much more to be done. Confer with 
your pastor regarding the work your 
particular denomination is carrying on 
and some of the most pressing needs, 
and what your group can do to help meet 
them. Or write to one or more of these 
independent missions for literature con- 
cerning their work: 

Africa Inland Mission, 375 
Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 

Algiers Mission Band, Dar Naama, El! Biat, 
Algiers, North Africa. 


obstacles the tre- 


Carlton Ave. 


Egypt General Mission, 315 E. Clifton Ter- 
race, Washington 9, D. C 

Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, 151 Maplewood Ave., Philadelphia #4 

North Africa Mission, 523 Owen Rd., Wynne- 


wood, Pa. 
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Never were the doors open wider or 
the opportunities brighter for reaching 
Africa with the Gospel than they are 
today with the building of highways, 
airfields, and radio stations and the ad- 
vance of commercial enterprise. But the 
time is short. The forces of evil are 
also on the march to capture Africa. 
Mohammedanism is on the increase with 
every Mohammedan a missionary. Com- 
munism is not asleep, and is making in- 
roads in many areas with its anti-God 
and anti-Christian propaganda. National- 
ism is raising its ugly head, and Modern- 
ism and many false cults are eager to 
catch the ear and allegiance of the 
natives. What will believing Christians 
do in this critical time? Dare we sit 
idly by or make only a_ half-hearted 
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effort to win Africa for Christ? What 
will be your answer? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Bible Lands Cruise 


NE of the high lights of the Wheaton 

Bible Lands Cruise will be an all- 
day trip to Samaria, where Ahab had 
his ivory palace and where Jezebel ruled 
as queen. ‘The remains of Ahab’s palace 
were unearthed a few years ago by Har- 
vard archaeologists, and these ruins will 
be seen by the tour members. 

Other sites on this day’s trip will in- 
clude a visit to Jacob’s well, where 
Christ talked with the Samaritan woman 
(John 4), and to Dothan, where Joseph 
was sold by his brothers (Gen, 37). 

There is provision for those who wish 
to remain longer in Arab Jerusalem, and 
also for an extension trip into Israeli 
Palestine. Optional European tours are 
also offered, 

The trip is open to Christians of all 
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It certainly hits the nail on the head and is 
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particularly the newlyweds.”—Dr. Faris D. Whitesell, Th.D., D.D. 
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ages. For further information, write to 
Dr. Joseph P. Free, cruise director, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, III. 
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Your Sunday School Christmas 


Service 
HREE separate Christmas services, 
all prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
are available for use in your Sunday 
school this year. They are “Good Gifts 
and Perfect Gifts,” “Make His Praise 
Glorious,” and “The Christmas Com- 
mand.” In convenient four-page folder 
form familiar to SuNpAy ScHooL. TIMES 
readers, each of these Christmas pro- 
grams contains responsive readings for 
the entire school and for departmental 
groups, recitaticns for various depart- 
ments, and original hymns set to familiar 
hymn tunes, so that no special rehearsals 

for the school are needed. 

These Christmas services may be had 
at 25 cents a dozen, or $2a hundred. Since 
the quantities are limited, you will want 
to write promptly in order to avoid dis- 
appointment, and it will be helpful if 
you indicate first, second, and third 
choice in the event supplies become ex- 
hausted. Just address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, stating your preferences, 
and indicating the number of copies, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 3 to 9 


Mon.—Matthew 9:1-8. 
Concern for Others. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They brought 
to him a man sick of the palsy, lying 
on a bed.” The men who brought the 
palsied man to Jesus were very much 
concerned for his health. Our Lord 
looked deeper and saw also his inner 
needs. It is good to see Christians con- 
cerned for the salvation of souls. Is 
your heart exercised for the eternal wel- 
fare of people? Pray for a true concern 
for the salvation of souls. 


Tues.—Matthew 9:9-13. 
For Whom Christ Came. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance.” How little we all do for sin- 
ners, and how little we share in the soul- 
saving passion Christ expressed in the 
above words! The neglect of soul-win- 
ning is our chief omission. Its lack is 
the greatest wrong the church can com- 
mit against Christ and mankind. The 
church has only one mission—seeking 
the salvation of souls. Pray for more 
concern for the salvation of souls. 


Wed.—Matthew 9:14-17. 
The Old and the New, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “No man putteth 
a piece of new cloth unto an old gar- 
ment.” Missionaries to the heathen find 
that old, worn-out religious systems 
would like to have a patch from the 
“new cloth” of the Gospel. The covenant 
of grace must be wholly accepted or 
wholly rejected. Christ did not come 
to patch up lives but to make them new 
He came not to give a new lift but to 
give a new and holy life. Pray for 
Christians you know to be making more 
of social than spiritual service. 


Thurs.—Matthew 9:18-26. 
Answering Every Need. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus arose, and 
followed.” Our Lord answered sincere 
calls for aid. He was deeply moved with 
the feelings of anxious people. He had 
compassion upon all in need. The more 
of His grace we more we 
will do for the welfare of hearts and 
souls. Are you ready, as much as in 
you lies, to do all the good you can? Pray 
for more of the love of Christ to the 
people about you. 


Fri—Matthew 9:27-38. 
According to Faith. 


possess, the 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “According to 
your faith be it unto you.” If faith in 
Christ be wanting, the fruits of faith 
will be also. It is easy to see that these 
blind men had a need for a miracle, and 
that they looked to Christ for this. But 
faith came in when they believed He 
was able to do this for them. The Lord 
always responds to trusting souls. Do 
you expect, and get, answers to your 
prayers? Pray for an increase of faith 
in Christ. 


Sat.—Zechariah 7:8-14. 
Compassion for Every Man. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Shew mercy and 
compassions every man to his brother.” 
God’s mercy is great toward us, and His 
compassions are unfailing. As recipients 
of these tokens of His love, let us show 
mercy and compassion to every man 
We are all an unloving, critica] lot, Few 
get much pity or loving-kindness from 
us. In these latter days when the love 
of many grows cold, let abound 
Pray for a baptism of the love of God 
for God’s people. 


Sun.—Ezekiel 34:11-16. 
The Good Shepherd. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A _ shepherd 
seeketh out his flock.” Let us never 
forget that Christ is our only Shep- 
herd and that He has only one flock 
in this present wcrld. Many seem to 
act toward sheep of the Lord’s pas- 
ture as if they were not His. All who 
call Jesus Lord, and love His name 
and cause are “sheep of [His] 
pasture.” Do you love all who love 
the Lord? Pray for mcre of the spirit 
of love among all that name the name 
of Christ, 
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